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EARYL HUSSELL CHASTAIN
Jean Chastain Holland(Mrs. 7.L.)

Exrl Buseell Chastain was born in Cherckee County, Alatama, September
1, 1872, He was the som of Jeptha M, and Emily Hookey Chastain.

The Chastain family left Alabama and wers living in Midland, Texas,
vwhen they heard that the Tnited States was to open the unassiZned Indian
Land to white settlers on April 22, 1889, Mr,. J. M. Chastain decided to
"make the run" for land in the new territory, as Pussell said later, "because
wa wera long on family and ahart on money, and my fathar santesd movin€ room
for all nine of us children, eleven counting himself and mother.®

Russel]l was sixtesn years old when one March day, all personal belongings,
provisions and the eleven members of the Chastain clam, plus cme extra man, were
loaded into three wagne pulled by double teams, started from Midland, Texns,
on the trip to the new territery.

One month and thres wesks after they left their Temas home, the Chastain
entourage arrived at FPurcell, 1.7. Fusssll later said, "Ve went to tha
south bank of the Canadian Rter, which was the dividing line between Indian
Territory and the lands to be opemed for settlement, and camped thesre on
Sunday afterncon."

J. M, Chastain and his sixteen year old son, Russell, planned to cross
the Canadian Fiwer at the Adkins Community ford. There were thousands of
wonld-be settlers camped there also, ready to start the mimte that the Zun
shot announced the start of "the run.”

At twelve o'clock noon, April 22, 1889, cane the shot and J. M. Chhstain
and his son, Ruseell, were off and running with the crowd of eager land
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geckcers. In describing the new land Fussall Chastain -;u. "1t was' just bald
prairis, no trees at all except along the eresks and rivers, tut ths Erass
wes up about fiwe or six inches and waving in the wind, it locked like the
prettiest ccean you ever have pean, "

¥r. J. M. Chastain staked his olaim for 160 scres in the section mow
bounded, on the north, by Lindsay Strest and om the west by Jemkizns Avemus.

When an old seldier, Col. Bishop, contested Mr. Chastain's stalks out,
Mr. Chastain went on eagt and found a man with a gtaked olaim willing to male
& trade, sa J. M. Chastain traded four of his Texas' horaes for the land,
This land was about half a mile sast of Norman om tha ald highway Wa. Wine, =
somatimes epoken of as the Shmwnee road.

The J. ¥. Chastain family moved on the land, tut it wvas Tussell's
mother, Mrs. Bmily Bosey Chastain, vho proved up the land hecause her musband,
J.M. Chastain died in 1885,

While most ploneers lived in crude homes made of sod or half dugout and
logs, the Chastains fared much better. They used the large surface rocks
thay found on the land to tuild their house and barn. The big red stome house
on the morth side of old Highway o, 9 was a land mark for many years. Mra.
Emily Chastain sold the farm %o Mr. gidesn Westervelt for 32,000, July 18,
1896. Some member of the Westervelt family has 1ived in the red stone house
until & few yesars ago, when Mra. I. K. Westervelt moved out of the old stome
heuse to A& moderm home mcross the road. A point of intersat heare is that Mre,

2. K. Westervelt is a slster of Cora Chastain, the wifea of E. Tyugaell Chastain.

Bafors young Fussell was to marry and settle down to a business caresr
in Forman, he WAl tn malke one more famous run, this time on his own.

Four years after Tnesell Chastain made the ron of '59 with his father, *




he and his brother, Thad Chagtain, decided to snter the r™n vhiuhfpenld t
Cherokes Strip cutlet, September 16, 1893, This run attracted 100,000
homegeakers, Each of the Chastain brothera staked a claim in the strip Tt
later Russell relinquished his c¢laim "to a man to farm 1t."

Ten years af ter Fussell Chastain entered Oklahoma Territory and af ter
he hed made a reputation as a Puilder, a cotton tuyer and a gimner, he married
Cora May Hayes, tha dmughter of M¥r. and Mrs, Alpheus A. Hayes, another ploneer
family in Cleveland County. This is the story of the wedding as printsd in
the Septesmber 2, 1898, issue of the Transeript: "At ¥White Mound school houss,
three miles south of town, after Sundey Schosl on Sunday afternoom, August 28,
1898, Rev. J. H. Ferguson performed the ceremony which united Mr. E, Pussell
Chastain and Cora May Hayes in marrisge., The groom is & substantial young
farmer of Cleveland County as well as & respectsd tusiness man in Norman, and
the bride is the handsome and accomplished dasughter of Mr. =nd Mrs. A. A. Hares
of Noble township. They have the best wighes of a large circle of friends for
their futurs happiness, in which the Transcript heartily joins.®

The first job that Pusssll Chastain had, outeide of work on his parents’
farm, was with the Fond Cresk Lumber Tard in Norman, where he rose to be the
forsman within six months after he started with the company.

Later Tusssll went ints business for himself. In 1905 he bought the
Bed Graln and Coal Elevator in Norman and operated 1t for sany years. He
alao owned and operated the Normen Cotton 0in and a cottonseed oil mill.
Begides his Norman imterests he owned several cotton gins and cottonsesd oil

mills in ths area.




Mr. and Mrs. E. Bussell Chastain were the paremts of three childrem whe
were born in Norman. These children are: :
I. Carl Henry - bern Jamuary B, 1900 - February 20, 1958
11, Clawd - December 18, 1901
I11. Bernice Russellen - Nobember 15, 1909
Not only 414 Mr. and Mrs. Chastain 1ive to see -these three children
grown and married; they lived to see and enjoy six grandchildren and ninetesn
put.,-ﬂﬂi‘-_.lh-.
I. Carl Hemry Chastain married Tivian Adkcinsg on Auweunet 9, 1919,
A. Jean Chastain - born June 11, 1921, married ®ighard L. Hollamd,
June 2, 1999, They live in Norman and have three children.
1. Janet Holland Jones - B, Nov. 25, 1942
2. Richard L. Wolland - B. Tec. 24, 1946
3. John M, Holland - B, April 16, 1950
5. Robert Carl Chastain, December 7, 1924, married Carclyn LaMarr.
They live in Norman and have two sons
1. Sasmel
2. David
I11. Olaudes Chastain - B. December 15, 1901, married Myrtle Frice in
Pattle, Okla., in 1927. Thay have one son.
1., Fussell Chastain, B. May 11, 1928. TPusasll and his wife,Tthel,
have five children: Catherine Marie, Joan Elizabeth, Thomes
Pussell, James Tobert and Faula,
I11. Bernice Bussellen Chastain was born November 18, 1909, Warried Jim
Foulson in 1977, They live in Wagmesbtors, Virginia., They ars the

parents of three children:




1. Patricia May Poulson, born 1935, married Owen Flymell.
They have two children, Brian and Susam .
2. James Thaddeus Foulson, b. 1976, marrisd Annabel Montgomery.

Thay have four ghildren: Rebecoa, James M, Catharins, and

Robert.
9. Donald Chastain Feulsom, b. 1937, married Carel Hamook.
They have three children: Stephen, John, ¥illimm.

After the children wers grown, Mr. T. “ussell Chastalin sold his Tusinesses
in Norman and he and Mra. Chastain moved to a farm betwesn Normem and New
Castle, wvhere thay lived in semi-retirement, After thay grew older the Chastains
returned to Norman to be mear their children,

. Bussell Chastain Aied in Nerman, February 25, 1966, and was buried in
tha Norman Camatery,

Mrs. Chastain continued to live in the home place on Elm 5t., Norman,

Sha is now ninety-four vears old, and until the last year she was able to be up
and supervise her housework. She is mentally alert and enjoys having company
to visit her and talk about old times.




