Eantueky, on the Gresn Diver.
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Malcolm Baxter Fulkerson, October 21, 1849-July 27, 1929

Boadicea Brown Fulkerson, October B, 1858-Mareh 1, 1912

Fioneer residents of Norman, Oklahoma
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Maloolm Baxter Fulkerssn was borm October 21, 184G, at Paradise,

Hls father, FPhillip B. Fulkerson (January

8, 1818 - March 27, 1870), operated a ferry boat om the Oreen River, in

the area still kmown as Fulkerson's Ferry, and operated a general gtore at

the erossing. His mother was Louisa L. Young (Septesber 20, 1811 - December
21, 18BE).

During the War between the States, Malcolm, at age twelve, was enlisted

and trained in the "Home Quard,” as the community was threatensd by both

Confederate and Yankese foroces.

After finisghing the local gramsar school, he and his brother, William,

were semt to Hartford Academy at Hartford, Temtusky, where Williem prepared

for the Baptist ministry and Malcols became a schoolmaster,

After a number

of years of teaching, at age thirty (December 27, 1879) he married his former

pupil, Boadicea Brown (October B, 1858 - March 1, 1932), daughter of Adam ¥.

Browa, (May 31, 1829 - September 27, 1910) and Mary Dennis Brown (Jamuary 11,

1629 - December 12, 1897) of Roeckport, Eemtucky.
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Elbart B.
Nora
Eoscoe
Lillian

Grover Cleveland

1880

October 9, 1882
March 21, 1884
April 1, 1886
Jamuary 24, 1888
1889

1899
Decesber 4, 1887

Decesber 2, 1BE7

Children born in Eentucky

February 20, 1530

August 24, 1917
1889
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Children born izm Norman, Oklahoms, wers:

Eolse Brown Auguat 6, 1892 April 5, 1964
HEagzal December 30, 1894 August 3, 1932
Irvin July 29, 1E98 January 25, 1935

As the Fulkerson family imereased, making a living by school temching
in their belsved Green Fiver Valley became hmr-uiu;.lr diffiealt, MNr.
Fulkerson tried moomlighting by working in the coal mines but, after a few
wveeks, came out with a solemn vow that meither he nor any of his of fepring
would ever sabmit again to such exploitatien.

Always an active member of the Baptiet Churech, he became even more
agtive in social reforms-—the organization of cooperatives, work for the
prohibition of the sale of alooholic beverages, consolidation of schools,
ete. His pro-labor views kept him a life-long nﬁpnrhr of the Demceratie
Party. EHe named his som Grover Cleveland amd, soon after coming to Cleveland
County, ran for the Territorial Legislature as a Democratic candidate.

During the summer of 1889, Mr. Fulkerssn came to Oklahoma Territory to
gtek & homeglie. He bought eity lots in Oklahoma City, Norman and Ardmeare.
Becanse of his interest in education, he decided to settle in Horman, ag it
wWas expecied to become the site for the Territorial University.

He bought a sizeable lot at the corner of University Boulevard
Tonhawa Street. Here he drilled a water well, tmilt a small house(which is
still standing) apd returned to Eentucky to bring Boadicea, the ohildren and
the housshold goods out by train. Just as the family wvas prepared to leave
for Oklahoms a c¢hild was born, Tat 1t lived only a fev daye. Almost the
final sct was to bury the infant, Carl, alonzside Nora and Boscoe.

They arrived in November. In her later years, Poadicea recounted the
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fears which she felt at leaving the 0ld Ssuth for Oklahoma Territory. She
remembered that on her afrival there was not one tree within the townsite.
Being accustomed to the hills ard lush countryside of the Green River country,
she wvas appalled by the hargh, trown, windswept plains. However, she missed
moet the help of her Negro mammy, Sarah, who had cared for her snd her
children. Sarah's descendants still work for the family in Beaver's Bemd,
Eentucky. Mra. Fulkerson was a typieal plomeer woman; immense strength, both
physical and moral, underlined the contiming physical bemuty and personsl
chars of & Southern lady.

Water was so scarce that Mr. Pulkerson was able to set up a business of
selling water--five cents a barrel, dslivered. This he centimoed for several
years until encugh private wells could be dug. He also attespted farming on
leased land north of town. He was cme of the founders of the Norman PBuilding
and Loan Associstion (now the Norman Savings and Loan); he served ag Deacon
in the First Baptist Church; and he was slected to the Norman City Commisaion
in 1892.

Around 1900 Mr. Fulkerssn bought a one-tundred-and-sixty-acre farm at
Denver, in the Little River bottom, nine miles sast of Worman, He sald he
bought it becsuse it reminded him of Eentucky. This was to remain the "home
place” until it was taken into lake Thunderbird in the 1960's. Omly ten
acres remain in the hands of the Pulkerscm helirs.

At the turm of the century, Denver was a village of twe or thres gemeral
stores, tva cotton glos, & smwmill, an elementary school, the 1.0.0.F. Lodge,
& Baptist Church (now the Olivet Baptist Church, between Alameda and Bobinson
on 60th Street), a drug store, hardware store, several residences including

& resident physiclan, and a graveyard. Hemmants of this village remained up
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until the floods of 1930 waghed it sway and droughts and depression drove
mest of the inbabitants to California,

The Falkerson farm was much like other Oklahomsa farms——sixiy or so
acres of good bottem lamd, ome hundred scres of hill pasture and woodland,
ap crchard, a garden, wild plums and grapes, pecan trees, mnd chickens,
ples, cowe, horses, miles, bees, goats, dogs. Cotton and alfalfa were the
chief crope. BRepeated flooding, whenever Little River was "out," was
frustrating and sometimes dismstrous. Mr. Fulkerson set up a sorghum mill
high on the hill, which in the summertime occupied the emtire clan in
making sorghum molasses, of which we were all Justifiably proud, Om the
very crest of the hill there still remains a clearing which served as the
oroquet court—a sort of required recreational setivity for all the fasily.

The Fulkerson family came to America in the seventeenth century.
They are of North German origia; the neme at one time was spelled Volkerses,
meaning "son of the people,” and was changed to Fulkerson about 1728.
Teutonic family traditions, mellowed by gemeratlons inm the Middle South,
continued during the lifetime of Malcolm Baxter. GOrandfather Pulkerson
was alveys undisputed head of the clan. Although he became sxceedingly
deaf in later years, he never lost the gontrol mnor the respect of his
children. He never showed signs of senility and contimued leading the
family in daily Bible readings, hymsn singing and evening prayer until his
lest daye. On Sundays the Denver Baptist Church was well-nigh filled with
Fulkersons. Maloolm was the Deacon and he insisted on retaining a
eircuit-riding preacher of provincial fervency and notorliously little
atility. As he could hear not & word of the sermons he was quite satigfied

with the preacher's performance, but the rest of the congregation wap
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embarrassed and anmoyed. Ne amcunt of persuasion would get grandfather to
agree to the man's removal--so we sat through it from week to weak.

Lillimn wag the firet to marry. On February 17, 1907, she was
married in a country wedding at home to June Furrage, an iadustrious young
man of German extractisn, Mr. Burrage had s promising career as foreman
of Steve Hutching' farms in the Little Eiver bottom. Mr. Butchins was the
mayor of Norman and a man of congldermble regources. BHe lived in the large
stone honse meross from King Hall (sn Eplecopalian 3irl's Dormitory) at
Asp and Duffy. His home later became the first P1 Beta Fhl House. After
the birth of & young son, Francis, and while expecting a second child,
Junius William, Mr. Burrage was killed in a hunting accldent,

A few ysars later, I1illian was married to Steven Hutchins iz a quist
geremony 1n the home of Dr. and Mrs. Mclauchliz on State Drive at Central
State Hoepltal. As Steve !utuhiﬁl had & son older tham his bride, there
vas something to talk about in the county for a while. However, Lillian
and Steve ware very happy together.

Sometime after Lillian'g first marriage, Boadicea inherited a sum
of momey from her people in Kemtucky, Malcolm insisted (perhaps motivated
by fear of tuberculosis) on buying land in southwest Texms. He moved the
family there ™t maintained the hame place at Denver. For several years
Mrs. Fulkerscn ran a typleal western hotel or boarding house im Fort
Etml:t_un, Texas. These must have been good years, as they provided much
of the comtent for reminigeing later. Oradually all the children came back
to Norman. After several years, around 1517, he amd Mrs. Falkerson also
returned and lived the remainder of their years at Demnver.

Grover Cleveland Fulkerson was married to Mamie Smalley Jamuary 1,
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1711. Three children were born of this marriage: Bolse Clifford, Gensva
(Mrs. Leroy Howard), and an infant who died. At age twenty-nime (August
2k, 1917) while working ms & sheriff's deputy, Grover was shot and killed
while guarding the South Canadian Bridge. A syndicate of bootlegzers with
Chicago comnectlons was attempting to cperate in the county. A Mr. Charles
Holden was tried for murder. Ee was defended bty the crimimal lawyer,
Moormen Prultt, of Pauls Valley (who lost only three or four of the over
three lundred criminal cases he defended.) Mr. Holden was convicted but
glven a sentence of omly four years.

About this time the "Night Riders" had so intimidated the local
Justices that in some comsunities hired killers and sther eriminals wers
going about unchecked. Decent cltizens feared far their lives in Ads
Purcell and other Oklahoma towns. TVigilante groups formed—in Ada a
hanging of four accused murderers tock place; 1in Normanm the ¥u Flux Klan
reappeared and can be given gome credit for helpins to drive sut the
organized crime that had begun to plague the area,

Bolee, & reluctant teenager, weamt to Weet Texas with his parents.
After a feov years, at the age of twenty-two, he returned to Norman with a
deep Texas tan, wearing a white sult and Panama hat. He went immediately
to the house of his brother, Orover, on Acres and Fonca (across from the
present Cemtral Junior High School). As luck would have it, his arrival was
noted by the teen—age girl next door, MWiss Willie Beynolds. She
ingeniously, and almost immediately, went to the Fulkerson house "to berrow
& cup of sugar."”

They had to "run off." as Ssm Reynolds had planned snother match

for his oldest dsughter. On May 15, 1916, they were married in the home
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Janie Thomas, 414 West Bufaula, by the Rev. "0l4 Uncle Joe" Linton, a
Free Methodist minister (brother to Mrs. Smalley). He wag the cperator
of the Grand Central Hotel, and the poesessor of a fine Van Dyke beard.
The young couple hurried out of town im & hired bugey on & honeymoon to
Denver before Sam Reymolds could hsar about 1t.

Boise served for many years on the Norman Fire Department and retired
as Chief im 15%1. He also worked for the Norman Transeript, the University
of Oklahoma and the First Natlonal Bank. Three childrem were born of this
marriage: DBunice Jane (Armetromg), April 20, 1917: Fred Orover, Jaruary
28, 1919; and Fern Louise (Selvidge), November 27, 1923.

On Oetober 1, 1914, Hazel was married to David V. Philips, son of
the Rev. Mr. Fhillipa, who was a veteran Presbyterian missionary and
Frofessor of Spanigh at 0.U. David had attended Qklahoma A & M College
at Stillwater. He gualified for a eivil wervics appointment and served as
mall earrier for Route 4 for many years., The "poet office” was in the
btasement room of thelir home at Denver. HNe originally drove his route in a
horge—drswn maileart, being gome most of the day, reading amd enjoying the
sceneTy vhile the well-trained horse stopped at each rural box. Hazel
died of emergency appendectomy, Awgust 3, 1932. She wvas survived by five
children: Glenn, Rhetta, Margaret, BEaymend and Benjamin,

Irvin grew up im West Texas. Hs gpoks "Marican,” lsarnsd from his
Mexican playmates. He marrisd Mise Beulah Cable April 10, 1921. The
children born of this uniom were Mamle Wadean (Jemison) and Mildred (Wilkie).
He farmed the home place after Malsolm's death and alse Lillian's farm
after har death. He died of pneumonia Jamuary 25, 1935, at the age of
thirty=five,
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On July 27, 1929, at the age of eighty-one, Malcolm Baxter Fulkerson
spent the hot summer day trimming the great mulberry hedge which surrounded
his farm, At evening, ae was hie custom, he went to the swimming hele on
Little Biver, dived into the cool water and died of a heart attack.

Two montha later the stock market in New York City was to fall and
the great and terrible years of depression, snd the war soom weuld begln.
But Malcolm was not to experiemce these sobering trials. His lifetime
spanned the Civil War, the Spanish War, World War I--tusultusus years tut
essentially a time of expansiom, progress and hope for the American Dream,
Maleols was fascinated by the implications of all the new gadgete—
automoblles, asroplaneés—and he purchased the first tattery set radio im
the vallaey. He often speculated om the marvelous mew world that was iz the
making for his descendants. As & ploneer he sccepted hardship and
deprivation, tut he was richar i_h.lllpu and faith tham those of us who have
inherited the promised land.

Frepared for the

Cleveland County Historical Socciety by
The Rev, Canon Grover Tulkerson

gt. Mary Magialeme's Episcopal Chapel
Forman, Oklahoms

Decembar 12, 1970




