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baving seen Galveaton, Mr. Keller decldsd to go to that place, explore a

Bit and return in time to make the race at neon on April 22md. Arriving in
Purcell forty-elght hours before the formal opening of the territery, Mr.
KEellar was Iveky in finding a room in the crowded frontier town, which he
shared with two other men. Came the 22nd, The Santa Fe had made up &

train in Pureell which was to leave a 1ittle before moom in £ime to reach

the Canadian River bridge, the boundry between Old Oklahoma and the Indian
Territory, before the noon gun was fired by Captaln Richard Covingtom, in
command of the U. 3. trocps guarding the border, which was the signal for

the race to be on. A%t the sound of the gun, the train packed to the goards with
eager men and women moved slowly morth toward the site of Oklahoma City. At ©
that time the city consisted of & rallroasd depot and quarters for a sectiom
gang.

Many men dropped off the train along the routs to staks claims and at
abomit the eite of Noble, a man was seen plowing m furrow around a claim with
a yoke of oxen, He wap & "Sooner ¥ Arriving at last 4n Oklahoma City, there
was & mad rush of howling, eager people to stake cholce lote, Mr. Teller said
it locked not unlike a flock of blackbirds driving on a pile of grainm.

Mr, Keller immediately ataked a lot on (Qrand Avemue between Robinson
and Beoadway,8nd then ran to Fourth snd Harvey Streets where he staked two
residence lots for himeelf, two for Jahn Sturgeon and twe for Morgan Abernathy,

Whan asked how he managed to hold hie lots, Mr. ¥eller replied "7 had
bought a thirty-twe 3mith and Wesson revolver, and after ataking the
realdence lots T returned to the lot on Grand and sat there Aefying all

comers to take it., T had my gun in such a pogition that it could be sean

and T had no trouble.?
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He axplained that later a citizena! committes came !.'l"m.ll.i and 1f
there was & dispute of ownership the committes womld hear the testimony and
daliver the lot to the rightfl]l ewner, or to the one vho had the best
argument. While he was staking lots in Oklahoma Oity, Joln Sturgecn was
driving & stake wagon for the townsite Board which was laying out the town
of Lexington, and Abermathy, with Bi11 Hooker, was racing to Quthrie, the
geapitol, to Tile for the towvnsite of Lexrington.for Abernathy and Keller.

Three weekes later Mr. Keller aold his lot on Grand Avemus for $350,
but remained in the fowm for two yeara. With charmcteristle energy, he
entered ints the mamafacture of bricke--a moch nesded articls, vhen go =any
tuildinrs were being erected and with lusher very scarce and high. Turings
these two years, Mr. Feller operated the brick factory. He furnished tha
trick and contracted for the buillding of the Bavar hlock, the first brick
in Oklshoms Clty. Many more substantial blocks were esither tailt by Mr.
Feller or he furnished the bricks used in the tuildings. Mr, Yeller bought
and sold hany lote in Oklahoma City. He once owmed the lots where the
Biltmore(Oklahoma) Hotel stands. He formed a partnership with ¥, L. Fillebrew,
an engineer, who laid mot South Oklahoma City im 1B89. Thay anld lsts to the
Scott Drug Co. and built a brick structure (two-story) om the south side of
Maln-at Harvey and another om the north west corner of Broadway at Main,and
they were the contrmctors for the First Baptiet Church at Third and Eroadway,

But in 1892, Mr. Keller moved to Lexingten, 0.7., where he organized
the first bank, of vhich he was = director, tuilding the milding that housed
it., Here in Dexington, Mr. Keller met his bride-to-be, Miss Jamnia Trotter.

Mige Trotter was the daughter of Qary Branch Trotter amd Haney Ann Senmard

Trotter of Carrellton, Carroll Ceunty, Misscuri. ¥iss Trotter was a graduate
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of the Carrollton High School in 1892, and came to Lexington to teach at
the Stovall School Jjuat emat of lexington. Mr. Eeller and Miaa Trotter were
married in 1896 in her home town of Carrcllton, Miseocuri.

In 1897, Mr. Eeller was elected Register of Deeds and they moved to
¥orman, While 1iving in Norman at this time, two childrem were born, Bdgar
srotter Esller and Flizsbeth Feller. Baear Ated Septekber 25, 1965, and
1aft no children. Elirzabeth married Warren L. Felton and they live in
Bartlesville, Oklahoma, where he wae in the executive department of the
Phillips Petroleum Company from which he retired in May 1962, They have
two children, m dmughter, Elizabeth Jane, and A son, Warren L. Felton,TI.
Elisateth Jane married J. Dean Schroeder, Jr., August 15, 192, They are
the parents of five boye and a dsughter. Elizabeth Jane's hushand died
January 2, 1971, She lives in Arvads, toloradn. The som, Warrem L. Felton,
11, iz 2 thoracic surgeon and lives in Oklahorma Oity. He and his wifa,
Judith Amn, have two boys mnd three girls.

In 1899 when they had moved back to Lexinegton, Mr. Eeller sold his
u;i: etock in Texington and established a fine line of furniture, a bugey
shop and an undertaking estat] ishment. FHe spemed B lumber yard, in
Lexington, which he operated for six years, at the game time he was handling
the sale of fare implements and machinery,

Mr. Eeller had sanufaetured the brick used in the uilding on the
Main Street block he M. At one time he owned nearly five lundred city
lots. He waa also the agent for eix leading fire insuranee companies which
gerved Lexington and the hearby area,

Turing his residence in Oklahoma City, Mr. Teller waas commected wilth

the organization of an 0dd Fellows Lodge, the second one formed in the
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Territory. For several years Mr. Keller served as eecretary of ihis ladge.
He also helped organize the Lexington Lodge No. 23 'T00F, of which he was paet
Grapd. Fe was & member of the Grand Todge of the Territory; a member of the
Encampment of the Order, He wAs & member of the Anclent Order of Tnited
Woodmen of the Werld. He was & -ﬂlu- of the Cleveland County B%er Club and
wag president from 1929 until his death. Me alwaye attended the meetinge.

Mr. Fellerts wife, Mrs. Jen Trotter Feller, was very active in civie
and soclal work. Mrs, Keller went into Bad Cross work at Texingtan where the
first Aurfliary in the county was organized. Tater, when the crzanisation
was extended to take in the morthern part of the eounty, Wre. Teller tock up
the work in Forman. She succeeded Mre. J. B. Thoburn who had resigned. The
pogition also carried with it that of chairman of women's wvork in the enmtire
county. During her term of affice, ¥ra, Keller handlad, in loans to needy
persons, $6,500. Before she left the office, $3,500 had been paid back.
Sarvice of wvarious kinde rendered to ex-service men mumbered 1,000. This d4id
not inclode ald given to destitute civiliame. Put 111 health forced Mra.
Esller to give up the wonderful work she had been doing since 1918, and so.
in 1921, ghe reaigned and went to Colorads.

A familiar fisure at Cleveland County piomeer celebratioms for mamy
years, Mr. Eeller who 1ived a long, tusy and full 1ife, dled July 26, 1942,
in the home of his daughter, Mre. Warren L. Felton, at Bartleaville, Oklahoma,
-!nd was turied ir the Lexington Cemetery. Fis wife dled Jamuary B, 1943,

The Fellers had saved clippings from the Worran and Taxinston newspapers
and found thie which gives an interestine sccount of Texingten:

LEXTNGTON BUSY ON TAY OF WIN
LEXINGTOE- The peaceful 1ittle town which today is lexington was populated

quickly after the atart of the land run in 1889, because 1t is just acrose the




T TR e L

South Canadian River from Pureell, a major sfarting point for thé April 22
race for homesteads.

The area's history dates back, howaver, to more than 50 years before the
ron of "69. Lexington was the general site of am early military camp and
trading post, established by the Chowbeaus after a great trital council in
1835.

The council betweam the Five Clvilized Tribee and the Plains Indians
eame in the late summer of 1835, at a place dmown then as Camp Mason. Terms
for tribal peace were laid at the council, and the treaty worked out ‘I:I.zlr s0me
5,000 Tndians present was valid until after the Oivil War.

The army officer who sounded the tugle for start of the ron from Purcell
stood on the river bluff just south of the site of Purcell's Santa Fa depot.
Spring rains had deepeaned the water in the east chamnel of the South Canadian,
and homestenders whoe rode horsebtmck across the river had an advantage over
others who raced on foot inte the chest - deep waber,

Purcell, in Indimn Territory, was in a prehibitlion area, Lexington
geloons 4id a land off lce business with Purcell drinkers, who crossed the
river day and night to tuy liquors

Population of Lexington was only 225 im 1895, tut climbed to 1,500 in
1900, A majority of the buelness peaple were barkespers and galoon owners.
By 1910, lLexingten's populatien had dwindled te & little mare than B00.

| Lexington survived ite triale of ferritorial days and early statehood.
There are 20 business establishments along the main uut-lre-l'l: thoroughfare
(sH 99), and the population is back up to an estirmted 1,500. The bond lseus
will be paid off in 10 years.

The Lexington Sun, weekly newspaper,. is published by H. 0. Wilgen.
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laxington Public Tibrary cpened about 1953, President of the four-msn board
of trustess for Leximston is Weal Black, dscorator and contractor.

The town 1s getting "quite a few"™ Oklahoma City residents who have
moved here either to escape growing clty congestlon or to retire.

Baxter Heights Addition was amnexed by the m board of trustaes in
1961, In the socuth east part, the addition has six new homes, built by the
most part by townspeople seeking better houges, Trustees also annexed a
tract north of the school, om the northeast side of town, in 19€1.

A mursing home 18 under comnstruction, near on West Broadway, near
old U.5. 77. The brick and frame structure will have accoemodations for 55
residents, and will be ready for use this pummer,

One bank, First State Bank, stands in the heart of a town which at one
time had two banks. Deposits are spproximately $1.5 million.

A new high schoel tuilding was cempleted in early 1360,

The town budget i something like §50,000 anmually. Most of the
revenus comea from the sale of #lectricity. Ample city water comes today
from two city wells. Only town indebtedness 1z the unpaid portion of $25,000
in bonds voted im 1961 for a new sevaze disposal plant.
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Edgar J. Keller was born December 27, 1860, 1n cruth-nﬂui. Jagkaon
County, Indianm, the som of John and Margaret James Tallar. John Feller

wae borm in Tndiana and Margaret Feller was borm in Buckley County,

Penrsylvania. Bdgar J. Feller was reared and educated in Tndimna, Af ter

he graduated from the Crothersville Figh School, he taught school for twn

¥ears. BHe then went ta Louisville, entueky, teo attend the Bryant and
Stratton Commercial College of Louisville. Hers he gradusted vith honors and
vas avarded a gold medal being judged the best student in a class of 450
students. Immediately after graduation in 1884, he sccepted a position as
bogk keeper and cashisr for the firm of Thomas James and Company in Louisville,
Eentucky, where his uncle, Thomas James, was the proprietor, He continued in
thie position until the opening of the Indian lands, in 1889 in Oklahoma,
when he decided to seek hie forture im the new territory. -

His first entry into Oklahoma history scourred in 1889 when he T T
& train in Louisville, Fentueky,K beund for the nev land of uﬂnl-s;- BOAn t K
be opened for settlement by the United States sovernment,

In those days what was known as scalpers' offices were maintaimed., Tt
was the custom far the railroads to sell excursion tickets, round trip, at a
reduced rate. Travelers would buy the tickets But upon reaching their =
destination, would esel) the umiged half of the ticket to tha |u'!__pml'- wha in |
turn would sell them to persons wishing to travel in that Airectisn, and at

a still further redueced rate. Tt was in this manner that Mr. Eellar found

himeelf entrained for Galveatsn, ®ut running through Purcell. However, mever




