MR. AND MRS. JOHE mn.:*'ﬁ.
By John A, i Y
(Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jomm Merkle)
John Merkle was borm July 19, 1846, in Wapakoneta, Chio. He was
raised on a farm and took up carpentry work at an early age. At eighteen
he started two hitches in the army, first in the Elhl.nr National Guard for

one year then reenlisted for the duration of the Civll War, His dlscharge

mentioned that hig company 414 dlstinguishked service in the Valley of the
thenandoah, on the Peninpula, in the Oparations on the Jamesa Fiver, around
Petersturg and Richmond, and in the Battle of Monocacy. The dlischarge paper

was signed by Secretary of the Army, ®dwin M. Stanton, and Fresident Abraham
Linenln.

After the wvar he drifted West and stopped in Xernesms whers ke took
part in the meany ffals hunter he waep a ekinner. One buffals had heen
shot and was lying down, supposedly dead. He put his muzzle loading shot
gun, which he used to finish the eripples, acroas the flank, [t came to,
Jumped up, and chased him under the wagon. Just as the buffale struck the
wagon, 1t dropped dead. The shot gun ie now in the University of QOklahoma
Museum of Science and History. After the tuffale hunts were owver, he
gettled on & farm in Sedgwick County, Eansas, near Maize.

The W, F. Stevens family left Evansville, Indiana, in the early
gpring in a covered wagon and team. They were accompanied by a relative
and family who were driving a team of oxen. It took &ll susmer to remch
Maize, Eansae. A deughter, Priscilla Ann, born May &, 1857, walked all

the way except scross the streams,
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In the meantime Jobn had btuilt the Starwano sohool house, and while

there mt & social gathering, he met Priscilla Ann Stevens, After other smch
meetings he would walk her home. The road was just two ruts and the grass
was high, so her two brothers would go on ahead and tie the grass over the
ruts, Priscilla wonld trip and fall, John would help_ her up and say "Oh,
oh, dear." This lead to their marriage on November 22, 1876,

Jobm got ltchy feet agein and after the first baby was born he went
Weat and landed in Spokmne, Washineton, Here he got a job as foreman of the
bridge construction gang on the raflrosd, Priscilla followed him. She went
to 5an Francisce by train and then had to take a btoat to Washington. She
had the baby with her and zot a tunk on the beat. A man gsot in the burlk,
She had to call on the captain to gzet rid of him.

They lived in Spokane until three children were btorn. Iater the
farily moved to & farm fifteen miles mway to a little commimity kmown as
Four Mound Frairle. WNo achools were there so Pather gave =n acre of ground
and helped btuild the school house, The teacher, besides hia ealary, would
atay for short periode of time at the home of paremta who had children goimg

to schoel. This was free.

Oklahoma was our next stop. Father had a brother living next to

the rivef, west of Norsan. He came in 1690 to vieit him snd bought a fare,
mile and a half weet of town. He rented m 1ittle one room house on
“eagt eide of the rallroad, one block marth of Main Street. When Mother
followed him with the kids, the trip from Spokane to Normam by traln took over

a veek. We kids liked the location near the track for we would put gravel

on the track to hear the train break 1t, The best wae A& shoe Tatton hook.
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They were not hard to get mes we &ll were button shoes. &

We moved te the farm which Pather had bought from a widew who had
twe soma. One was in bad with the law and had Built a platform in the
rafter where he could watch and gee 1f the lawmen were coming. We three
toys slept up there and had to open & door and climb up it to go to bed.
Our neighbor, Logan Peytem, lived just across the fence wo we kids wera
together all the time. Father and Mr. Perton jacked up the shack on two
wagons and moved it a quarter mile west, far enough se we kids had to ask
permigesion to go vigit one amsther.

Father immediately started teo fare. He bought thres horaes, A
wagon and fars implements, and a tresking plow, which 1= alse in the Mugeum,
We soon got some cows, and then eald =11k and butter %o the tewn dwellers,
T carried the milk in two half gmllen jJuss une on the saddle horn by strapa,
and for corks we used cobe with a elsth wrayped around them, On one trip
I was in & hurry and d4idn"™t see the Aitch in Eseves Park as the ETASE WAS
very high. The old horse stepped in the ditch and we both took a tumble,
The firet thing I thought of was =y ome yet undelivered jog of milk. Of
course the cob cork had come out, so I grabtbed 1t and put it back in the
Jug. What few women were there at the tims were more concerned to Tind ocut
if I were hurt than about the milk.

One Sunday I was curious mnd thought T weuld count the salsons and
churchea. There were thirteen of each. For several wears thare were no
specific public school tuildings, Classes were held in any mvailable empty
tuildinga.

Ky mother got tired of the shack and wanted to move back ta

Washinston. If ehe would stay, Father promised to build her a new house,




which he did; and T atill 1ive in that house and love it.

Two children, Frank and Martha died 1n Washington. Four came on
the trip to Oklahoma, Joe, the baby who had made the trip from Kansas to
Washington and who played on the firat University of Oklahoma football
team, died at 88 in 1965, at Maud. Fred, who alao played football at the
University, dled at 91 in 1970 at Scottedale, Ari¥ona. The coach at that
tima was V. L. Parrington who wae alee the professor of English. Jolm A.
lives mat Bormam, end Clara Bowling in Fauls Valley. Fes=s 0°"Hallaran,

Cordell, was born after the family arrived in Norman.




