Fettie Folk Johnsom - 1885 - &
Stella Polk Heims - 1887 - 1960

Verna Folk Stine - 1891 -

Verna was born in Cleveland County, Oklshoma,

After peveral yeare of farming near St. Josephy Mo., Orandpa Folk's
Ltehy feet took him to Spanish Fort, in Momtague County, Texas. Then to
bigger, and "hopefully” better thinss, in the®0ld Oklahoma® opening.

¥illiam, Sr., came to Oklahoma in 1889, He left Texms with a friemd,
Mr, Eeck. He and Mr. Eeck pooled their possessions so as mot to be
encumbered with too many material things. They came in a covered wagon
pulled by mles. Zach was owner of a mule, They left the wagon and
possessions in the soldiers' camp near Adkina' FHill om the Canadian River,
Chickasaw, Indian Territery.

They,with other "hopeful gettlers", were magsed on the gouth bank of
the Canadisn River ready to oross over, at the "Plstol Shot." They crossed
the river into "Oklahoma”, (3#) twelve noom, April 22, 1BBS,

My Grandpa told me, laughingly, "I rode that old gray sule as fast
as he wonld jo, =y arms flapping, for about &%) miles before I found the
land T wanted.

"1 ataked my clalm at tha four corners of the gquarter sectlon and
rods romnd and round th borders, A man theught he could Pluff = and
chage me off, Tut I waes the biggest and most threatening. He gavd up te
£0 on to find other land."

The Polk quarter section was one half mile west of vhat became the
Corn School house. Orandps dug out some of the bamk and covered it with
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branches cut from nearby trees, and dirt; planted a gmall plot in corm;
went to Norman, the county eseat, %o file on his claim; and th:n he went
back to Texms.

That summer (1889) he, with some family help, came back to build a
house, barn, and fences, and plow the virgin soil, That fall he brought his
family %o their nev home, Of course, they had to crdas Tndian territory.
Put had no trouble though they brought a great deal of live—stock, Family
legend has 1t they brought ¢60) sixty head of beef cattle and =ilk cowe,
mules, and horses. Also chickena, docks and turkeys. Anyway, a good erop
wag reaped in 1890,

But misfortuns struck, It was in the spring of 1897 that a "eyclone®
(tormade) dipped down in that part of Oleveland County. It devastated a
swath two (27 miles wide and several miles long, from the ten mile flat
sagtward. Most all the Puildings in that area were swept away. They were
11terally picked up and slammed down, The Polk housa left & hole four fest(l)
deep where it had hit the ground.

A11 the children, sxcept baby Verna, were in the nev dugout nearbye—
so new that the door had not been amttgehed, Tt had looked stormy all day,
tut Grandma was not afraid of storms, and was quilting. She especially
wanted to finigh that quilt., She was very proud of her forty (#0) quilts,
they kept her family warm. Baby Vernma began to ery, so Orandma picked her
up, and went to the storm cellar to be with the rest of the family.

Almcst immediately the store struck.

"Such noliee!” Grandss recallsd.
A quilt, probably the one Grandma had been working om, floated down

in fromt of the dugout door, Orandma said she wanted that quiltl She was
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bound and determined to have 1t]! But ghe was kept in the cellsr by the
family, for fear gomething heavy might fall om her, or she might be blown
away, That quilt, ss well as the other forty, was completely ruined when
the rain poured down as the sterm windsg pagsed on,

The only thing saved from thelr house was an !.':'l.ll clock which had been
screwed to the wall. It was found face down about ome fourth mile from
where the house had besm. Tt started running again when it was picked up,

I san remember that old clock stil]l keeping time many years later,

I learned to tell time by that sld elock,
Many miracle tales were told by the family and otherfabout that

storm,

fne of Grandpa's horses was 1ifted out of the lot over the barbed

wire fence without a scrateh,

Some of the chickens had the feathers blown from their bedies, yet
thay lived.

A piraw, uwnbroken, was found driven through & fence post.

There were many tales told by the neighbers of what they d1d te
stay alive,

A man who 1ived scroses the read from Orandpa's home, had no storm
gellar, tut he had been digeing & well, He jumped into the well, He was

sure he wvas Soomed vhen he saw a wagon falling directly above him, but it
was blown somevhere elee,

The Banks family were neighbora. Mr. and Mres. Banks and a man to

vhom they had given shelter, were killed. A dsughter, her msbend and
three of $he Banks sons stayed alive by crawling against an embenkment,
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There had been some food im the Polk d:.,:n-;nt, such as mitk and
cornbread, tut i1t was not edible becsuse of the sand or dust which had
penetrated averything,

One can imagine the plight of that family, Those children wers
hungry, cold and had no beds, Tood, clothing, bedding, furniture and
family heirlooms were btlown away. The raim had ruined everything not
broken to pleces,

Their first food was next day noon wvhen friends (not in the ;tm}?ﬂf{'
cams to thelr f-lﬂl-?_ Took the family home with them, fed them and housed
them,

Grandpa sald, "I never ate so many beans in all my life. The Red
Cross came to our ald and to the aid of the many other homeless families.
Brought us food, mostly beans, and helped us %o rebuild cur homes."

The ¥, I. Polk's, Sr., not only roised their own nine(# children,
tut when thelr son George's wife, Ella, died in Texas, thay took to their

hearte¥and gavd'd Tone to(his three ﬂlu_g;tt;;:__,

Birdie - Mrs. C. D. Tool, Bimond

Alise = Mre. Bem 7. Tleming, Norman

Hla - Mre. A.B, Floyd, Norsan (deceaged)
Grandmother Polk went to Texas and trought the three "babiea" back to
"Oklahoma”to 1ive with them. This vas the summer of 1900,

Whez T was gquite small I remember being with Grand=a when ghe went
to Norman to shop. I shall never forget how embarrassed ehe was when she
accidentally opened the door of & saloon., There wers more saloons in

Norman at that time tham there were grocery stores.




T
¥

e iy
2l

he homesteaded a claim in Boger Mills County which later m“pl.l‘t- of
Beckham Gounty, Oklshoms, He tock two of his dmughters, ages seven and
nine, to live on this claim with him. He later moved back to Worman so that
his dsughters might go to schosl. BHe méver remarried.

Boss married Dr. Dam Tucker, They lived in Pmoli, Okla., where Tr.
Tucker practiced medicime, The family moved to Norman where Dr. Tucker
died, She, with her two soms, resided in Forman until her desath,

Joks Polk - Jolmny, & bachelsr, had a fars in Pottawatomly County.

He was the first of the children to die,

Maggie married Albert Rarrison, They lived in Sleveland Oounty,
about ome half mile morth of Corn School. After about tem years realdence
in Gleveland County they moved, with their four soms, tn Canads.

Jeke (J.W.) married Beulah Whitten. They moved to Oleveland County
and 1ived here until dsath tock them. They raised eight children., Twe of
these children still reside im this county.

Hettie married John Johnson. They moved to western Oklahoma, and
had & family of six soms, She still lives in Elk City, Oclahoma (1971).

Williss I,, Jr. married Anmie FPayne, They moved west and homesteadad
in the Big Pasture, They later moved back to sentral Oklahoma, with their
four children. They are m-lhiu in Blanchard, Oklahoma (1971).

Stella married twice. First orville Courtney: thers were two girls
from this marriags. Later she married Oar]l Heims. There were twa girls
from this mattiage alss. She lived most of her 1life in Forman.

Yerna married Exra Stine. They reared six childrem, thres Boys

.and three girls. They lived many years acrose the river in McClain County.

Yerpa nov resides in Truth or Oomsequences, New Maxies (1971).
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The WILLIAN I. POLX, SE., FAMTLY
By Aliece Folk Fleming

William Isase Polk, Sr., {1840-1927) was Worn in Hardin County,
Kentucky, of Scoteh Irish amoestry. The Polk ancesters came to the
American Colonies before the Revolutionary Wer., William I, Sr., and
three {37 of his brothers served three {3) years iz the Union Army.

One btrother joined with the Seuth.
After demobilization at the end of the Civil War, William I. came

West, and eventually to Missouri whers he met Egther A. Schuchean(1848-1922)
and married her Jan. 2£, 1868, Her parents had been born in Burope. They

had met, married, and 1ived in Missourl, Her mother was born im England
and her father was borm in Cermamny.

The childrem of William and Eather, except cne, Verna, wers born
before the parente came to Oklahoms, A11 of thege children came in the
year 1889.

These weret

George Wilesom Polk - 1868-1942
Bosa L. Polk Tucker - 1870 - 1955
John Folk - 1872 - 1899

Mageie Polk Earrison - 1875 - 1941
Jake ¥, Polk - 1877 - 1954
Villiam I, Polk, Jr. - 1880 -




