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The Sharman family which 1s of Germanic dsscent settled in England
following the Worman Conquest of 1085 A. D. Hemry TII testowed mpon Thomas
sherman (1480-1551) m goat of arms depieting a rampant liom, symbolizing
superiority, surrounded by ;hrn oak lemves. The Sherman motto is “Conguer

" Death by Virtue." Ia 1632 Bdsund Sherman tock his family te VWaterbury,
Massachusetis, America. Later members of the family migrated to Commectiont
and Vermont., In 1832, Isaac, apparemtly cme of the first white men te
settle among the Tndians, settled in Enox County, Tllinois, vhere mamy
Shermans st111 live,

Jay, the patriarch of the Oklahoma Shermans, was borm in Knox Counmty,
Illineis om March B, 1886, Too young to bte drafted in the Civil War, he
enligted and served as & non~commisslonsd officer wunder General Thomas in
battles primarily iz Tennesses and Texas, The truth of the matier iy that
he served in the place of a draftes and received an T1lineis fars in return.
Some time after the war Jay waw sent to help §ettle Mexican uprisings.
Strangely smough the soldiery travelsd mcross what wvag then the dagert area
of Texas on camels. Whatever tecame of those camels 1e mot kmown,

In 1856 Jay married Mirah (Maria) Upp im Nlinois. She was the sister
of Scoit Upp, founder of the Purcell Wholesale Grocery.

Although Jay was an adventurer, he always thought and planned before
making & decision; consequently he mads several trips to Oklahoma to survey
the land bafore he bought a farm one ®ile south of Leximgton in 1894,

Despite & plea in the mmﬂmr urging kim to
r.l-in iz Qalesturg, Illinois, as the "paly reliable political sage” in the

ares, Jay and Mirah moved te Oklahoma om February 12, 1896, According to
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the local newspaper, they brought with them a "thoroughbred herd, of Holstein
oattls, ome of the few in these parts.” Thay also brought four of their
eight childrem—5cott, Olayte, Rey, amd Arthur, MNilt, Charles, Lillie, and
Frank remained ia Illimeis for a time.

Amomg other tmsiness interests Jay farmed, raised cattle, bought more
land, had an imteresst in the Purcell Wholesale ur-ur:r; and served as U.S3.
Deputy Marshal. As a marshal he served im the Ansdarko, Lawton, Wichita

Mountain area where the tusiness and heusing quarters were in canvas tents.
A twrief msauseript recenitly found in sm antique inkwell in his son Arthur's
house gives the mccount of ome posse” expedition. While traveling toward
the Wichita Meuntains in 1897 to capture a band of outlews, Jay received
word that his wife was seriewsly 111 and returmed to Texingtom. The attempt
to eapture the outlaws was unmooessful; the sntire posse was killed,
Fortunately for those of us who loved and were influemsed by Bopa(Boh'-pa'),
he narrowly escaped death,

Jay contrituted to all werthwhile projects both eivic and chmreh.
According o & bosk called Oemsalogy and Biography, mablished in 1901, Juy,
s staumch Republican, served as & delegate to territorial coavemtions,
founded the Lexington Fost of G A H, vas mayor of Lexington, & btamk director,
a member of the Lexington School Board, and served im varioums other positions.

As to church motivities, Dopa, affectisnately knmown to most townspeople
as Unsls Jay, was not & mezber of the Methodist Church as was his wife Mirah,
tut as one granddsughtier stated it "he was & bPemefactor of all cimrohes."”
However, the gifts he made to churches made workesrs of the comgregatioms, Om
ome gocasion when the Methedists wanted a sew church, he said, "Tou tuild
the clurch, I'11 put en the reef.” He d14. On ancther sccasion when the

church nesded $480 to pay off a lean, he sald, "You raise $730, I'11 pay the
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last $150." (His som Milt pald the firet $150.) St111 another fime he gave
an acre of land to a Tural clurchk near Slaughterville to remain the preperty
of the charch se lemg as the church functioned.

Unsle Jay's influsnce was felt in many ways. To many he was knswn as
the persom im town from whom needad monay could be borrowed., Whem the bank
would not lemd townspeopls momey, they came to Bops who usually gave them
I-Irllﬂl!. "Thay'll pay me back,"” Thay often did.

The Shermans have alwars besn & close knit family, TFor many years the
group locked forward to the two reunioms held sach ysar—ome to celebrate
Jay'es birthday in Mafch and ome in August to celebrate the birthdays of
Jay's wife Mirah and their sldest som Milt. At first the group attended
dinners in the homes, them picnics in the yards; later the celabraticss
ware moved to the Methodist Church and as the family grew, to the pasture at
& fars. The last one was in the Park in Furcell,

When his children and grandchildren and even great grandchildren
raachsd the marrying age, the chosen mate was always takem to mest Bopa.
After giving the soupls the third degree, he gave them one bit of advice.
"1 just bave this to say, if you are to have a successful marriage, only sne
of you con get mad at a time.”

Ferhaps the two stories that happened wuch later in his 14fe {1lustrate
how he 4id or 41d mot follew his own advice,

Jay Sherman was a determined man; he had m mind of hig own, but he was
villisg to evaluate ideas of others, During Bls 1ifetime his smoking habity
had progressed from the grapevine to big black cigars. TIn the 1520%'s Mirah
safd to him, "Pa, why do you smoke those clgars: they smell terrible.” BHe
tock the cigar from his mouth, sniffed it several times, put out the ashss
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and mever ploked up another ome., What will pewer]
The other imeidemt tock place after Lillie and her family had moved in
the big house om top of the bill im Lexington to help care for the "eold
foliks." Bopa continusd his babit of walking down the hill sach day to
Tisit frisnds and relatives and to select groceries, Ome afterncon after
such &n axpedition the grocery bey appearsd with a box of noodles. Nirah
said, "Pa, why 414 you buy those noodles? Tou kmow Lillie always makes

e
bar own.®

"Ma, I thought thay wers a new kind of cersal.” But Mirah would nmet
ascept his reascaing and kapt asking questioms about the "store bought®
noodlss. TFimally, Bopa took the box of moodles, put sugar and cream om it,
258 mts the contents of the whole bex., Peace reigned, and no harsh words
had bewn sxchanged.

Put 1ot us move back to the sarly days vhen Jay first came to Oklahoma
‘and his influsnce was folt by his childremn, He encouraged sach of his
- Bairs to gain a business of hls own, Somstimes he lent them momey, sometimes
be went om & mote, and ssmetimes he just worked im am advisery cspacity. Tt
is interesting that with ome exception these sarly day purchases ars atill
owned by the heirs or an helr of the original Sharman owner, He wanted sach
of his children to be near Mm but indepsndent, Moat of his childres chose
to be Tarmers.

The first of his soms to purchage Oklahoma land was Milt, the eldsat
son. Jamuary 8, 1858, Milt arrived by train from Illinsis with his wife,
Julis Wooclsey Sherman, and their thres ysung sons—Harold 7, Everett &, and
Clyds 4—to sstadlish a home on & farm purchased from Mrs. Masis Dorrance.
This is the farm on which Carl Sherman still 1ives, Thras childran, Isall,
Carl, and Matle, were bhorm in Oklshoma,
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The second child to acquire a farm in Oklahoma in 1898 was the oaly
daughter, Lillle, who had marrisd Oharles Moses in J1linmois. (Ses Charles V.
Moses history.)

Next to secure a farm im Oklahoma was Scott. When Seott married Willie
Eaines of Lexingion im 1503, Bopa helped establish them om & 159 acre farm
north of Lexingtom.near Slaughterville., Scott and Willie's sons were Jay
snd Faytom.

The fourth child to chooss farming as a profession was (layte whe
married Anna (Dixie) Xiemlan whom many remember as the Lexington correspondemt
for The Normas Transeript. They purchased a farm two miles sast and three
miles south of Lexington on which they lived with their two children, Floyd
and Winoma, When Qlayte's health becames impaired in 1922, they sold the
farm and purchased town property and 50 seres from Charlie Williams. HRecenily
Floyd and Winona deedsd 10 ascres of this property to the Methodist Church.

It is the land om which the new clmrch was bullt.

¥hen Boy married Evelyn Parmell of ¥l Dorado, Arkansas, in 1907, he
operated a livery stable in lexington and ome im Purcell. Ilater they moved
to Jay's homeplace s wile seuth of Lexington, a farm mov owned by Bory's heirs.
¥hen Roy becams Lexington postmaster, Roy, Tvelyn, and their sons, Barl and
Neil, moved %o town, Zarl and Neil nowv are president and vice president of
the MeOlain County NEatiomal Bank,

Unlike Jay and Mirah's other childrem, Arthur wanted to be a doctor, tut
hies parents felt that becanse he was not physically stromg, he might not be
able to make all the housecalls mnd mest the demande of an early day docter |
s2 be agresd to study pharmacy. 4 diligent student Arthur received hia
degrees from Oklahoma Tniversity in pharmasy within twe years. After grafnating,




!m-iﬁ

Ve

be worked in the Owl Drug Store located vher= the First State Bank of
Lexington nov stands. The drugaters wvas owned by Joehn Astury., A few
months later Arthor and H. H. Everett, the Methodist miniaster, purchased
the Jobm A. ¥llan Drug Store them looated om the south side of the street.
They changed the name to Palace Drug Store. After prohibition they moved
the busindes across the sirest to its present location. Arthur's nephew,
Everatt, began working in the Palace Drug Store in 1909, hie senior year
in high schooles He worked for $25 a month until his Tnels Arthur laft the
tasiness in his bands for a short time while he went to Colorads %o marry
Motha Williams, a Lexington 1888 er who was attending business college iz
Colorado. At that time Everett's salary was raised to §50. He saved
$250 to make a down payment to Preacher Everstt for his intarest in the
drug store. The remainder of the money he borrowed at the bank, Bopa went
on his note.

In 1912 Aebury traded his drug store for land im Texms. Everett
bought the drug store sghortly thereafter. For a short time he eperated
both stores, thes he sold the soda fountain snd merchandise to Frank (leaunch
and Dr. . V, Hill, Hs combined the preseription department with that of
the Palace Drug Store. Since that time there has been only cne drug store
in Lexington.

Ia 1913 Everett married Ors Beth Holland of Norsan. Im 1921 Ora
persuaded Everett that their childrem would be more likely to get college
educations if they moved to Norman, so Everett sold his interest in the
Falass Drug Store to his TUnele jrtlmr and moved to Norman where he and his
brother-in-law, Oscar B. Holland, establighed the Buster Brown Shoe Store.

Arthur managed the drug store alone until his mephew, Floyd Shermen,
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graduated from the 0. T. Schosl of Pharmasy im 1929, Floyd purchased the
drug store from his Unole Arthur im 1940 whes Arthur retired at the age of
55, However, it was only & short time before he accepted what was perhaps
& much mere tryisg "volustesr" job as Chairman of the Claveland County
Draft Board which position he held for many years.

In 1947 Fleyd enlarged the drug store by u-tuﬁ 1t with the building
on the sast, The days of the druggist messuring snd rolling pills sad of
combining imgredisnts te fill tiny capsules were gone forever so much of
the old equipment that had been stored for years was hauled away. Mach of
the ploturesque traditisn disappearesd; the fountain was removed as were the
high stools on which T had sat intrigued vatehing Daddy and Uncle Artimr
seasurs and 111 tiny espsules iz my preschecl days. Like many other early
day Clevelasd County businesses, ths drug store was shanged to meat the
demands of the modern world.

As Hmhnihuid-lthhiﬂwnfmuqﬂmhI:m
so bave the interests of the pecple. The third, fourth, aad fifth Shersan
gemsrations participate in many walks of 1ife, Some are pharmacists and
farmers, btut others are teachers, carpenters, dectors, merchants, ministers,
‘bankers. Like sany sarly day families the Shermans have had representatives
in various branches of the service in the Revolutlomary ¥ar, 0ivil War,
¥orld War I, Werld War II, snd others. They have served in capacities
from private on Wp.

The later gensrations are guiet, umassuming people who do not seek
putlic office but are ready to serve as the néed ariges, Sherman names
‘appear on liste of founders of the Lexingtom Lion's (lub, Farmers' TUnican

goop Exchange, Farmers' Union Coop Gin, and others, Some sarve on the
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Cleveland County Board of Health, REed Cross, school board, and other pubdlie
service organizationd, Others have been city treasurer, posimaster, church
treagurer, lay lesder of the chmrch, Tweo donsated the lsmd on which the
Methodingt Clmreh now stands, Seme are Shriners and Weodmen of the World.

In Norman the Sharman name sppears as president of the Norman Hetall
Credit Association, member of board of directors of ';h- Chamber of Commerce,
mamber of the Campfire Council, and the like, In fact, the Sherman family
might be gaid to be & typleal sarly day Cleveland County family.

Jay and Mirah's family consists of approximtely ome Mmmdred forty
direct dsscendants most of whom bave at ome time lived in Cleveland County,
When the lmsbands and wives, vho are a very important part of the family
ars added, the mumbar increases greatly. Jay and Nirah had only one
dsughter and there were only twe girls in the next generation so there are
many relatives bearing the Shersan name. However, the mumber who live im
Oleveland county have dwindled considerably., In Norman, Everett Sherman,
Jay's grandson, lives at 802 Olassen, His daughter, Nadine Wiest, teaches
at Forman High School and lives at 1224 Casden Way, Her damughter, Ann,
and Ann's dughand, Ceeil M, Melsury, whe live at 1615 Normandie, teach at
Oklahoms Tniversity whers they are working on advanced degrees in
sathasatics, BEverstt's son Warren sperates the Quality Service Station on
West Lindsay. Ho and hig dmghter Iaren, a student at Oklahoma Tniversity,
1ive at 222 Bast Frank, Warrea's san, Nike, and his wife, Charlotie, resids
at 1117 Bast Lindsay.

Robart Jarbos, Jay's great grandsom, lives at 1007 Garver, with his
wife, Beva, and their damghters, Pam, who is an interior decoration student

at 0,0., and Marla, who attends Washingten Schosl. Robart is an employee
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at the 0.U. Phywical Plaat. Robert's sister, Mildred(Mrs. Richard Hall), her
Fusband, and dsughter, Vieki, live at 1217 Westlawn, TVicki lt-iﬂh Jackson
school,

Another grsat grandson, Tommy, his wife, and infant son live at 125
RBidge Road, vhile Tommy attends 0.7. Tommy's brother, Charles lives in
D.U. housing.

Living in the Laxington Rest Home is Mra. Artlmr Sherman. MNrs. Roy
Sherman alse lives im Lexington.

Jay and Mirah's grandohildren living in Lexington are Milt's childrem,
Mra. Isal Jarboe; Mabsl, whose Imsband, George Olark, is retired; and Oarl,
who lives with his wife, Sikyl, on the home place south of lexington. Also
living on the farm are their sem, Carey Lynn, his wife, Iay ¥Ward Sherman,
and their gom, Kyle Ward Sherman. OCarey lymn, a pharmacist, works at the
Socner Mlscount Pharsasy in Norman and B, X. Pharmasy in Oklahoma City.

Another grandsom is Clayts's sem, Floyd, whe with bi§ wife, Sue,
oparates the Palace Drug Store.

The other grandsen living in Lerington is Sherman Moses, (Charles
Moses History)

Parhaps if Jay, the patriarch of the Sherman family, could come back hs
would be pleased with his big family—1ike many sarly day Cleveland County
families big in mumber, bg in umility, bz in sodesty, big in
respectAbility. 1 suppose there is not & really fameus perscnage in the
Sherman family. They like many early day families are the great middles
clags that quietly tuild and shaps a dsmsorasy.




