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LEWTS SPENCER SALTER : .
By Som-in-law, Monros Lae :ml.n;mﬂ’b

Lewis Spenser Salter was born in Argonia, Kansas, on March 23; 1891,
She son of Lewis Allisen and Susarna Madora (Kinsey) Salter. Lewis A.

Salter was the son of Melville J, Sslter, an early 1isutenant governor of
Ennsas. "Dora” Einsey was born near Lasira in hlmii‘:;x;lu. on March 2,
1860. Her parents wers Oliver Xinsey and Terissa Amn thite, vho mowed from
Ohis to Esnsas in 1872, Lewis A. Salter and "Dora” Einsey wers marrisd in
1880 at Silver Lake, Kensas. The Salters moved to irgonia in 1882, where
six of their nine children were born. In order of their birtha, the Salter
children were: Claremce, Prancis, Winfred, Melva, Biward, Bertha, Lewle,
Leslis, and William. While living in Argonia, "Dora® Selter was slected

to serve a one-year term as mayor of the town in 1887, She was the first
woman mayor 46 dhe United States--and perhaps in the worli-—-ts serve as mayor
of & town or eityr. Vhen the Charckee Strip in Oklahoma Territory was opened
for settlemant in 1897, Lewis A. mlter filed on m claim near Alva, moving
his wife and family to Oklahoma shortly Thersafter. After her husband's
death in 1916, "Dora® Salter mowved her family to Forman, so that har two
younger children could mttend the University of Oklahoma. She died in 1961,
at the age of 101.

The seventh child of Lawis A. and "Mora” Salter, Lewis 9. Salter, was
graduated from the Preperatory School operated by the University 8f Olahama.
He then attended Bethany College in Lindsbarg, Yanaas, returning to O in
1907. Fe recdived the Rachelor of Masie and Bachelor of Arts degrees from
OU in 1912 and 1917, and Columbia University awarded hir a Master of Arte

degree in 1922, He parried Annie Reaves Alford on June 19, 1925, Annie
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Reaves Alford was the demghter of Sarah (Sal1ie) Resves and Terar Alford.
s Alfards had seven ciiliven In Vils orler: NI1sAboth June, Amnie Reaves,
Mary Dick, David Bright, Margaret, Neorge Pobert, snd Lecnard Fertram,

Annie Tieaves was born on May 6, 1899, in Barnesville, Morth Carclins,
although she spent most of her ohildhood with her famly in South Oarolina.
In 1905 her uncle, Samuel Watson Reavea, joined the Tniversity of Oklahoma
Mathematics Departmemt. In 1916 Annie Beaves Alford mowed to Norman to 1ive
with Samial Reavea and his wife in arder to attend the University of
Oklahoms. After graduatine Fhi Beta ¥appa from OU in 1920, she returned

to South Carolina for twe years during which time she teught at Coker College
in Harteville. She then returned te live with the Reaves in Norman and to
work on & master's degree in-mathemmtics, which she corpleted in 1929. Twe
chlldren were boern te Lewis 5. and Annis Peaves Salter: Lewis Spencer, J.,
born February 4, 1926, and Mary Elisabeth, Born July 17, 1028. Llewis, Jr.
gradunted from the "miveraity of Oklahora in 1040, sfter which he was a
Thodes Scholar at Oxford "niversity from 1050 to 1052, Ta received the
Bachelor of Arte from (xford in 1951 and the ™. Phil. from Orford in 1955,
In 1972 he was Academic Vice President and Frofessor of Fhyeiocs at Fnox
College, Galesmurg, I1linois. Lewis, Jr., married Mary Ann Morse of Tulss
(B.a.,00, 1950), on June 19, 1950, ™hey have four sons: Tavid Peaves,
Samal Allen, John Michemel, and Andrew Lewis. Fary Plipabeth graduated from
the UTniversity of Oklahoea in 1950. She married Fonroe Billington of Thmcan
(M.A., OU, 1951), on June 2, 1951, Tn 1972 Vonroe was Chairman of the
Department snd Frofessar of Wiatery at Few Maxlico State Thiversity, las
Cruces. The Bill¥ngstons have thres children: Marion Lewis, Martha Reaves,
and Melinda Las,
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Lewis 5. Salter was an asaistant teacher in piano at the Tniversity
of Oklahoma in 1911, while still taking undergrafuate courses. Thpon
graduation in 1912 he was immediately nsmed instructor in piano amd harmeny.
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assnciate professor in 1917. In 1926 he was appointed professor of —ry
and music education. Fe was Tirector nf the DU "luhut;l of Musie from 1096
to 1946 and he was Tean of the OU College of Pine Am.frm 1*-1311-:1#.
After being appointed Tean Tmeritus in 1948, he served as Professor of Music
from that time until he retired in 1961. Turing the last nine years of his
eareer he also served as rmusic librariam. At the time of his retirement Lewis
Salter had served om the feculty of the University of Oklahoma for fifty
years, longer than any faculty member before or since has served. He died on
July 23, 1965.

Besiden his musical training and sxperisnce at 0O, Salter studied
plano at Push Terple Conservatory in Chicago, organ with David MeXay Williams
in New York, and piemn with Tr, Fans Weisse in Viemna, Austria. We heacane
president of the Association of Music Fxecutives Iin State Universitiea in
1932, chairman of the susie axaninines commlttes, DFlahora State Board of
Edueation in 1944 and & menber of the college music curriculum comelttes,
Oklahoes State Tapenta of Wigher Tiueation in 1945, e was a masber of the
Fatione]l Edueation Association, the Oklahoms Music eachers Assnciation, the
Wosie Fducators Tational Associmtion, the Music "eachers National Association,
the Asssciation nf Schoola af Maaic, and the American Assoclation of Tmiversity
Professors. Turing World War 1 he served with the 136th Infantry and with
the 151st fisld army bend, Tnited States Arey, spending six monthe overssas.
Finally, he was a mesber of Fhi Reta Fappa, FPhi Wao Alphs, the Masons (330
Shriner), Lions International, the American Lagion, and Worman's Firet
Baptist Church.




