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TIE CHRTSTTAN STEVES FAMILY
of Hortheast Clevelarmd County, 0. Ts

R. B. Stevas

Christian "Chris" Steves and Martha Perkins were married February 21,
1886, in Southwest City, Missourl., Although they lived In Slloa= Springs,
Arkazsas, they wanted to go west to the "new country® just opened to white
settlement. Chris drove ocut to Oklshoma Terrltory and found & man who was
dissatisfied with his claim, in northeast Clevelend County—the Southwest ¢
of Section 3%—10 ¥ and 1 East I-M. Chris’ and the claim owner made a trade,
Chris” waa to get the claim and the man was given Chris' team of milea, the
wagon and the hearness. Chrils’ was to keep the team and wagon for esix monthe
in order for him to clear tha lamd., Chris’ began At once to cut the tirber
and hew the logs 80 he eould build a honse:. He was able to Pplld the hounse
with the help of a few zood nelzhbors and to plemt & garden, go back to
Ariansas and move his family to the new homestesd by the end of the six
manthe—arcund the 14th of July, 1B9Z2. The sld log Rouse j= 2til] standing,
legs the fire place chimey todeay--1972—aighty vemrs after 1t was built.

Christian and Martha Staves were the perents of six children; Demnie,
Carrie, Foward, Bobert, Mabel and Orace. The Steves boys and girle (except
Howard) married local men and wemen,

Dennis married Evva Willieme: Carrie married Henry Maxey: REobert
married Emma Fehrle: Mabtel married Tuncien Wilson: Grece smarried Arthur
DeGraffenreid.

Of the six children Hobert, Mabel and Grace are atill livimg (1972)
n;ﬂ all reside in Oklahoma City. Okla.




& WOV EE =

Chris armd Martha Stevea were alway: interested in the betterment
of the comrmnity so the first school houee in the district (Wo. 2) was
built on the ¥.W. corner of the Staves farm. Tn 1970 a Baptist cmreh
house was tuilt on an adjoinines mere of the homestead place. Tn 1904
a mev school house, Oak Grove, was tuilt a half mile north of the first
echool houme on the southwest corner of B quartsr m-wtie:n that Ohris had
bought in 1901 and deeded two sicres to the disgtrict fres of charge for
school purposes,

When Chria traveled to Wormam, the county seat, to pay his tarxes
he wae never heard to say a complaining word about the taxes being too
high. He walked four miles to Omse Post Office to get the mail once a
wiak afd never said a ward abomt the Government noat pettine the mail
cloger to his home, A& couple of years later Slusher Poit Office opened
Just one mile from Steves' Home. Tater a Star Mail Foute came by the
houge and abont 1904 RB.F.D. trought mall to the home place.

All of the children of Chris and Martha Stevee were active in all loecal
programg for the advancement of their commnity. Theyr have gone out inte
the world to make their contritutions and through their children and

grandchildren to make the world a better place, just like Jhris and

Martha Steves did in the Ploneer dave of (leveland Jounty.




