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last horse in the woods, and of putting on her bonnet and moving her chalr
under the'drip of bacon, hastily hidden in the hot attic, so that the
intruders would not see it drip on the floor,

Maternal Lineage

Martha Rice Scroggin, who was born in "The Carclinmas®™ on December Z5,
1826, and Daniel James, who was borm July 8, 1819, were married December 28,
1842, and the family moved to Arkansas settling in Tell County. Tem children
wars born to this family, the youngest being Tavina Sarah Ann, alwvays called
"Sallie®. The two eldest some, William ¥, and Johm R., served in the
Confederate forces in the Civil War. Unpaid they mot only bad to support
themselves, tut had %o supply feed for their horses. They were captured and
died in a Union prison camp somewhere im I1lineis om the 27th and 28th days
of December 1864, of smallpox, The father, Daniel, was taken by
carpethaggers and was paved from hanging by one of the carpetbagzeers whom he
bad befriendsd. The family lost all stock and crops during the war btut were
able %o keep the land,

Jesse Sullivant and 3allie James were married March 18, 1BBE, in Tell
County, Arkansas, by the Bev. J. R. 0. ¥. N. Adams, 0.M., affectionately
kmown as "Alphabet". His name was truly Johm Hobert Oeorge Waghington
HEathaniel Adams.

Jesse waz 30 years old at the time., At 21 he had scquired a great deal
of skill with an axe and had saved enough momey to enroll himself and ome of
hie younger brothers, "Buck.” in the Arkansas Industrial University at
Fayetteville (now Arkansas Univerelity) ut unfortunately an spidemic of
smallpox clesed the sshool and he didn't go back, He had bought and cleared
land near the homestead of his grandfather, where his parents 1ived.
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Sallis, at 19, the youngest and only umnmarried child, was living with
her widowed mother and 4idn't feel she should leave her alome, so Jesse left
his own farm and operated the farm of the strong minded "Widow Jameg". In
sddition, in April he bought Arkansas cattle and drove them to the free
range in "The Territory”, returning in October to reund up the cattle and
drive them to market. When the first two children {a boy and a girl) died
in infancy, Jesse felt they should seek a more healthful climate, Perhaps
too, he preferred his own operstion to that of his mother-in-law. The
plomeering spirit was stromg im both, sand the young couwple chose "The
Territory."

In the gpring of 1889 Cradc Bunysn and Jesse Sullivant pooled thelr
herds and started a Joint cattle drive from Arksnsas, intending to get their
hards on pasture near what is now Ardmore im time to make the run., Near
Poteau they had a stampede, caused by a snake bitimg & brimdls gtesr, and
wars dalayed about two weeke. On April Z22pnd they were camped near the
present locatiom of Waynme. Having made several trips previously, they
knew the loeations they desired, go while Jesse proceeded with the herd,
Cradse returnsd to what is now Cleveland County and purchased two claime
from Soomers. They were adjoiming 160 acre plots.

Bunyan's claim wvas located on Dave Blus Creek, most of 1t "bottom"
land, tut with ene high hill, which for years required the only winding
Foad in the area - now a part of the Sentinel Park Arem of Little River
State Park.

The Sullivant claim, for which the Sooner was pald $300., was issediately
south, located on Jim Elue Creesk. These cresks were named for two cmttle-

rostling brothers, who had headquartered in the area and had suppoeedly
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taried their gold along the crecks. For many years treasure hunters, some
with deodlebugs, ssarched up and down the creek for this buried loot.

Jesse filed his elaim im Quthrie, ®uilt & one~room cabin and dug a
well. This well, with a circusference of about four feet, was 28 feat deep,
valled with native rock, and served me a water supply until 1968, Ha then
returned to Arkansas amnd prepared for the meve to th- new Oklahoma Territory.

Sallie canned and dried all kinds of fruit and befriss. 5She gould
card, epin, and weave, and many patterned quilts and homespun “counterpanes®
were made and packed, Goose feathers went into featharbads, dswn in the
pillows. TYoung fruit trees wers planted and packed in cotton seed Mmlls,
The wagons were packed and oxen were yoked to ome of them (they were
needed for clearing, pulling stumps, ete.). A young thoroughbred mare, who
becams "01d Fan” and the mother of many zood horsea, was hitohed to tha
bugey, and Sallie drove this tugey from Tell County Arkmnsas to Cleveland
County, Oklahoma - fording all streams as there were no bridges. This was
April of 1690, Wigh water om the Arkangas River at Poteau caused some delay,
but otherwiss the trip was made suceessfully. Tn what is now Pottawatomie
County, chickens wers purchased from frightened Indisns., Plezs were aither
purchaged along the way or ware brought along with a nusher of cattle, Ome
milk cow furnished milk along the way, BHen and Minnie Buseell alse made the
trip, and extra drivers came alomg - twe of them being Jesse's younger
brothars.,

The first order of the day was to clesar and plant, sverything else
had to wait. After laboricus clearing with axe and oxen, ths corn was
plented with a stick planter, which planted sms grain sach time it was

stuck in the ground. The fruit trees were planted om & north alope, and
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became the nucleus of a wonderful orchard, which produced every kind of
fruit, berries and grapes that could be grown in the area. When the crops
vers "latd Wy." the Tives part of the howe ves uilt - thres veety is &
row, a combination kitchen-dining room, and twe roome for sleeping.

Those people who had come cut in 1889 were degperately Wumgry for any
kind of fruit. Thelr own supplies were sxhsugted, and aothing was shipped
in, so Sallie shared her bounty, Daf ortunately the first crep was A complate
failure and the cash was exhausted. Jesse took his awe, a team of muleg and
the "rumning gear" of & wagon to the YPot Country” (Pottawatomie County)
and gut poles, hauled them to town mnd sold them for $1.50 per lomd, unmtil
he had acquired emough money to tuy seed corn for the second year's planting.
He finally was able to purchase seed near Purcell and the second year's
pPlanting was finished, TFurther ground had besn oleared during the winter
monthe.

In the epring of 1891 all supplies from Arkansas had besn axhausted,
and much ingemuity had to be exercised in providing proper fond. FPles were
mads from wild green grapes, green tomatoss, sheep sorrel, swest potatoes
and finally vimegar. Vinegar pies became a symbol for "hard times” and
the Sullivants ate them often. The main meat supply was pork since it could
be pregerved, Hams and bacon were smoked with hekory wood, side meat
salted in & salt box, and samsage packed in 1little ecotten tags which were
coated with a flour paste to preserve them, When a beef was eleughtared,
all the neighbors shared. A1l slaughtering was done in the soldest weather
in order to mid in the preservation of the meats,

Wood was the only fuel, corn cobs and chips were the kindling, The

wood was split for the cook stove and left whole for the heater. Many eald
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days were spent in providing this fusl. Coal oil (kerosens) lamps
furnighed the light, and any draft from an opened door csuged smoking and
deposits of lamp black, so that the lamp chimneys lad to be cleansd daily.
The only cooking fat was lard, labarisusly rendersd from pork st’ hog
Eilling %ime. A large black irom pot in the yard usually took this
unplesssnt job out of dosrs, but ih sxtremsly bad weather it had to be
dons on the sook stove, and the stench lasted for daye,

Most of the year waghing was done om the outelde - water pulled from
the well filled the big black pot, under which a fire had to be kept durning.
The clothes were rubbed on & brass rub board, scaped with homemade lys woap
(which had previsusly besn made in the same pot), bBolled in the wash pot,
ringed in cold water amd hung on tushes until the clothes line was installed.
On really bad days the washing was bolled an the csak stove. The water left
in tha pot after the washing was finished was used to serub ths kitchen
fleor; the pine boards of vhich wers bleached by the strong lye suds, and
the olean small of the wet boards permsated the sntirs house.

In the fall just before frost, vhen all vegetables snd fruite had
been camned, apples wers ground, and rum through the press to make cider.
At least one barrel of this was used for vinegar. One of ths rain barrals,
which had camght soft rain water for the better lsundry, was cleaned and
the vinegar "mother® placed inga barrel of cider to become vinegar. All the
cabbages which would seon fresse wers chapped mnd put in brine to make sauer
kramt. Homimy wvas made from field corn, beiled in sshes in the trusty irem
pot. Apples, turnips and sweet potatoss were "hilled" with straw in the
ground, sufficiently dsep that they would not freeze, Flour, gugar and

goffes, and gometimes meat, wers purchased at the store on Saturday, which
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wag "going to town® day. In susmer & large bleck of iom, tendsrly wrappad
in newvepapara and put in the chest, was a rare treat, Iced tea wag a real
lumury looked forward to on Sunday, Monday and sometimes Tussday if the lce
lasted that long. Ice cream wvas mads on the Fourth of July and birthdays.

The first child, Ralph, was bern in 1891, then-Leroy, Ruby and Otis.
A quarter ssctiom of land was purchased for sach ochild and rooms were gradually
added to the homestead. In 1905 the family moved to Norman so the childrem
eould receive high school and college training. Jesse continued to operate
the farms with tenants and hired labor. He still bought and sold cattle
and raised many hogs, sometimes driving a car load of hogs to Normam for
shipment on the Santa Fe. "014 Bill." his favorite horse learned to stop
and slump comfortably whenever Jessse spoke to A passerhy.

Jegese met with financisl reverses in the panic of the early twventies
and in tryimg to recoups he overdid phyeically and had & paralytic stroke,
from vhich he never recovered, He died Sept. 17, 1977, Sallie died on
Jamary 27, 1950, after almost tem years of invalidiem, They never knew
that the land they had worked so hard to scquire was condemmed for Lake
Thanderbird, and the best of that land is now inundated, and only a small
part wvas left to the family.




THE JESSE SULLIVANT FAMILY -
g . ,,q.-..‘.-f. Sard 1-”:-";“:!- il

When Jesse and Sallie Sulliwvent decided to move to "The Territory®, it
vas quite A matural thing, for they were both descended from a long line of
Flonsars,

Paternal Linsage

Kate MeCguley and two of her gisters married three "Sullivant" brothers
and the family migrated from Tennsssee to Misslselppl, vhere Xate died. Her
hmeband, James Sullivant, and their four childrem - James, John, Harve and
Iate = then moved to Arkansas via steamboat, landing at Spadra in Jolmesom
County, and moving shortly to Yell County.

On the same hoat wvere family friends, the May family., Phillp ¥ay, of
Dateh degcent, "A mam of property” btefors the Civil War, had three wives, the
first wing a "Eirkland® of Irish descent. Thres childrem were borm of thia
marriage = Marcel, Moses and Mary. Philip had four childrem by his second and
third wives and in mddition to his own seven childrea he railsed 17 srphans,

James Sullivant and Marcel May were married about the time the familiea
arrived in Arkansas. They had 14 childrem - 12 lived to maturity. Marcel was
noted throughout the countryside for her ability to diagmose and treat sick
children., She had had plenty of experience with the 20 children her father
raised and 15 of her own, and was consulted by physicians in severe illnessses.
The fourth child of this family was Jesse, vho was born March 2, 1856, The
family met with very hard times during the Civil War, especially whem the
father, James Sullivant, wae serving in the Confederate Army, but partionlarly
from carpstbagkers. Great Aunt Mary used to tell of sersping the dirt from

the feed lot in order to reclaim salt, that searcest commedity; of hiding the




