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Fred Tarman's mother, whosze maiden name lmiﬂ_l;ldf.]:j.ﬁ {:C:%Ehnr
of a family which alsc fled from England during "Bloody Mary's®
slaughter of Emtaatmtu; they settled at Hempstead, Long Island.
Fred's grandfather {Bedsll u:f;ii Elizabeth Dickinson and they mi-

grated Sypacuse, New York, where Fred's mother was born in 1852.
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When 47\1“ elght years old they, too, ihulut.umd a farm near Pldtown,
gl

2
Illinols, where Fred's father's tnlil:r was living. Thlﬂ% parents
met and were marrled in 1868 when ¥rs. Tarzan was sixteen years ul%;
¥
@ra. Fred Tarman now hast a sampler .:I.d-.l by Elizabeth Dickl‘ham{g\l_:-n she

was eight years nld) Fred's parenta lmmedlately mlgrated to Q Claar-

fisld, a all town 1ln southwest Iowa an?d homesteaded a farm thers.
g

Fred was born in {learfield in 1889.
Mflﬁhﬂr, served with the Unlon Army in the Civil

war, and while sleeping on the cold ground ln wintertime he contrasted
measlez and rheumatiem. The measles later developed into chronle bron=
chitls,

While farming near Clearfield both the rheumatism and bronchltls
became worse 30 the Tarmans sold the farm and moved into Clearfleld
where Mr. Tarman engaged 1n the real estate and insurance business.

In the years 1902,1903 and 1904 , the severe winters caused the alder
¥r. Tarman to have pneumonia each year, so ln 1905 he went to Kerrville,
Texas, a health resort in the mountains northwest of San Antonlo. W=
In the spring when he returned to Iowa he stopped in Norman, QOklahoma
Territory to visit the Bridgewater family. The Bridgewaters had been
neighbors of the Tarmans in Iowa before moving to Norman. Mr. Tarman
liked the milder climate, and decided to sell his business at Clearfield

and move to Norman. He arrived here with his family in August, 1503.
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But when cold weather came, tﬁu h;unnhitia lnﬂlég:;;till became worse
azain, and Fred's father dled ln February, 1905, the year that Fred
graduated from Norman High School.

The father's #isfortune became Fred's good fortune because living
in Norman gave him an ppportunity to attend the University of Oklahoma,
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while,in Iowa a college educatlon would have been out of the question.

Fred graduated from the Unlversity of Oklahoma in 1910, and was a
member of the first journalissm slass. During the summer, he had an
opportunity to get a jJob as a reporter for the Dally Oklahoman, s8¢ his
mother sold her home and they moved to Oklahoma @ity. Over a periocd of
six years Fred served as reporter, sporta editor, state news editor, and
night esditor of the Oklahoman and day news editor of the Oklahoma City
Times. lEfE}dantly. R.W. Huttqafurnnr president of the Securlty National

L§ slans. M‘ﬁ

rt, Direstor of the O.U. Sehool of Journalism,
offered Fred the positlion of asslstant professor of journalism, and
Fred was happy to return to !nrunn-fggggu he had done some campus report-
ing while in college for the Norman Transeript, J.J. Burke's paper. &0
he started his newspaper career on ths Trm;t:.r:l.pt. and 1s Fiﬂl.ﬂhl“"_ it

there. o

While on the journalism faculty Fred became friends with R.H. Farham ,
who with Guy Hardie of Purcell, had come to Norman in 1917 and bought :
all thres w--il; p:pctgiT the Transeript, The Democrat Topic from
Willard Hess, and the People's Voleoe,the szfliut paper from John Allen.

and consollidated them into the Trmacrlpt.dilr. and Mrs. Parham and ir.

and Mra. Tarman went to press conventions together and became very
good friends.




In 1922, when the population of Norman had grown to about 11,000,

Farham declded to convert the tri-weskly Transeript into a daily, so
he offered Fred the job of editor and he acgepted. Then Mr. FParham
and Mr. Hardle each sold Fred enough stoek that each of them owned

Wm—tﬁlrﬂ. ¥r. Tarman says R.W. Hutto loaned him the money to buy

-J he stock. N

ML On January 1, 1918, Fred was married to Miss Billle Henktell in

/‘4\.{]"&‘” 3t. Paul's Eplscopal Cathedral in L‘rl:]. a City. BEillie Henkel Tarman

da Ge Jalia key H r Fl
was the daughter of George and ATR& as :L enkel of Fla ?d_-&:&
Texas. Fred and Billle have two uhlld.rln-t-l.lnl-
e . f‘if—c'éa._,.ql_q_ e & 5 2Ny
Both are married. _Hmi:!ﬂ_\lir-s in Ok1 t City and has three chilid=
i > i

ren and RustrJ also has three children. He lives in New Brunawick, New

Jersey, where Pﬂ'. i1s head of the art and musie depariments of Rut.g;tra
Mapriad & lowsbang 1o o 2 Vi ot 2Fe Sohio
Uﬂi'EII'B 1till- f",{jll—_p.LF
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With Mr. Tarman at the helm, the Transeript grew and prospered and

over the years has won many awards for excellemee. In the hands of a

truly elvic minded and dedlsated editor--an editor who had the welfare

of his eity in mind and at heart, as Mr. Tarman did, and who used his

newspaper to tell the peorle what wat needed and how it could be accomp - -—
' ':jl:f’-hu Transeript has become a power in the civie 1ife of Norman.

When Mr. Tarman became editor of the Transeript OCctober 1, 1922 he
immediately adopted the slogan Por the paper,”Make Norman a Detter Place

in Which t;’qLiﬂ' and that slogan waes carried on the front page as the

“left sar" Iih:.nr the left of the Masthead. It stayed there until recent

years when the front paze was modernized with new type facesz and an

irregular type of appearance and the so called "ears" were dropped.




#hen ¥r. Tarman Decame aditor Horman people were atill burning
coal for both heating and ecooking, and he immediately began urgling
the Clty Commisslon as 1t was then known,to get the Oklahoma Gas and
Electric Company . whieh had been furnlishing Norman with electilc
power and lights to bring in natural gas. The Commission resgonded,
and the Oklahoma Gas and flectric Company began purchasing gas from
the Oklahoma Natural Cas Company, which had trlnaﬁisai:n lines a few
ziles north of Norman. The COklahoma Gf? and Electrle Company bullt
dlstribution lines and started serviee im 1924,

While the Oklahoma Gas and Electric Company had come 10 Norman ln
in 1917, 1t obtalned 1t firet franchlse Lo serve the eity in 191%.
It axtended for ten YyeArs, and when the franchise Wwas about to explire
in 1929, the mayor and members of the City Commission proposed that
the voters reject a renewal of the franchlse and permit the cliy Comm=-
1galon to bulld and operate a zunicipal power and 1light plant. An
slectlon was called.

¥umsrous emaller towns and cltlies 1n the state had municipal plants,
so NMr. Tarman made a detalled investigation of thelr operations. He
found many of the plants were run down because of ilnexperienced manage=
ment and had to vote bonds frequently to repalr or rebuild their plants.
¥r., Tarman decided expert management and excellent garvice by Oklahoma
Gas and Electric Company was far better for Norman, so he , in his
sditorials, conducted a Vigorous cgapaign 1511::3 the bond lssue and 1t
was defeated. That 1s-ue has never been revived. old ?'1En!gir'hﬂ
became business manager in 1?3?Jlfttr R.H. Parham dled, Jﬁiz;ﬂfiﬂtiiadbﬁprt
policles.

In the first six years after Mr. Tarman came to Norman, the clty had

Airt streets, and during severe rains and when snow melted in the streets
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in the spring Maln Street became a blg mudhole in the three blocks in

the downtown businesa district. In the fall of 1911 a bond ls=sue was

voted and Maln Street was paved. So far as Mr. Tarman can recall few

if any other streats were parldm e became editor of the Transaript
AN

ﬂh- soon began urging a street pavi
member of the Councll and supported the program. |West Main Street,

University Boulevard, and North Peters Avenue were the first three asssss ——
T ™ ment dlstricts forwed.The property owners did not protest them out,

and a paving movement got under way. Today practically all thoroughe

fares and slde streetec have either been paved or blaeck topped.

Mr. Tarman began advocating state govermmental reforms in the 193%0's,
He advocated the state sales tax, with most of the revenue going to the
welfare department. Other newspapers reprinted his editorilals or took
up the campalgn in thelr own way, and the dalez tax was adopted.

In the late 1920's a number of ~separate fund raising campalgns
were conducted in Norman for the benefit of the Red Cross, Boy Scouts,
GIrl Scouts, Campfire Girls, and the University YWCA and YMCA, also the
Salvation Army. Mr. Tarman and the late Hal Nuldrow,5r., who had headed
two of the campalgna, got together and invited zome prominent business
men and Univeraity faculty membars to meet and discues the formation of
a Community Chest similar to one operated in Oklahoma City. The idea
was ldnpt.eﬂ.‘Lnl the first Community Chest began operatlons about 1928,

but some organizations refused to come in and carrled om thelr own

campalgne « So after a few years the Community Chest lacked =0 much
general support that it was abandoned and for several years each of the
organizations carr lep\un campalgns alone. However a fn years later
publis sentim ev4oped agalnst so many campalgns t.hf't Mr. Tarman and
¥r. Muldrow t.rio,L again, and that time the United Fund was organized

and it has functioned with great am'!ru ever since.
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Mr. Fred Tarman's ancestral background started in England while ’:1./};
Henry fIFfI was king. In 1500, "¥SEe while Engll.nd was affiliated ‘fé‘.;
with the Roman Catholie Chureh, Henry married lnn Bm.;m and that dls-
pleased the Pope. One year later he decided to dlmﬁu lmf', but the
Fope refused to approve that. So Henry broke with the Rm:;: Catholle
Church and establiched the Church of England, with himself as head of 1t,
Then he prnldl.?l;u_qu'ry and beheaa five wives.
When he finally died in 1547, the first heir to the throne was Edward
VI who had lung trouble and died within a year. The next helr was Queen

Mary of Scotland, who had married KEing Philip of Spain, sse"and became

a devout Catholle. She became known as “Elocody Mary" cause
to murder about 40U prominent followers of King E::;r]rféxnt-u the Chureh -
of England.
All of this concerns the Tarman tfamily because one of thelr great,— |
great~grandfathers was Lord Frazier of Sg¢otland, who had hecome a Pro- |
— ~Lestant and refused to rejoin the Catholic¢ Church. Learning that he
was marked by "El-ody Mary” for execution, Lord Frazier;ahasndonsd his
estate in Seotland and fled to Ireland and from there made his way to
Fortress Monroe, Virginia,
Al hes nth-y_m- Tarman Families had also fled England during that period
and migrated to Newport Hﬂsﬁlrginh, hot far from Fortress Monroe,
There a Tarman married a dlushtg::, of Lord Frazler, and they migrated to
Ohlio *hit‘u F‘rld'sﬁifthlr ';::#haﬁi tﬁ:;#;r ;iﬁlter the grandrather

ana his wife moved to a fl.m community near Bloomington, Iiiinois, calied

0kdtown,




