reers later he and his brother, Ben, orgsnized the Carter State bank at

In 1920, the VYan VYecter family moved to Wormean =o that the twe
youngest children could attend the Iniversity of Oklahoma. Mr. Van T?:tur
taught at Bennett, Little Axe, and Corn Schools during his residence in
Forman. He was & leader in the rural achool sctivities and in 1932 the
Oklahoma Fducational Association swarded him the TstingFuished Medsl for
his outstanding contritutions in the field of educatiomn. Mr. Van Vacter
passed avay in 1945, Mra. Van Yacter died in 1957.

Myrtle Lee Purnett, the oldest dsughter, joined the Van Vacter
family in Norman in 1921 after the death of her usband, Curtie ™. Purnett
in Elk City. She wes firat associated with Meyer and Meyer Furniture
Company for four years. Im 1925 she took a position with the Forman Savings
and Losn Association whers she rermained for eleven years. She was
Secratary-Manager the lamt year thet she worked thers. Tn 1932 Myrtle Lae
Purnett married Herbert Lee Autrey: he Aled in 1973. Tn 1936, Mrs. hutrey
became Wormen's firat voman Postmae«ter, & positlon that ahe hald for
twenty-five veers and one month. The thres Vavy bases were locsted in
Normen vhile she wves postmmster. She retired in 1961.

Hre. Autrey has worked in sociml, civic, and community projects
gince her arriwal in Norman. She helped organize the Women's Muxiliary of
the American Legion, was first ¥ice Fresident of the United Charities under
Frealdent Felgar and took an active part in the fund raising drives to
finsnce the latter organization. Ome such 4drive was succoessfully made with
'ﬁ_hn assistance of Yill Bogers at the new Fleld House. This event added
$3500.00 to the Fund. Mras. Mell Hogan was sscretary and case worker at

that time,




In 1928 Mra. Autrey helped organize the Fusinesa and Prﬂfﬂlliuﬂll
Vomen's Club amd served as its president in 1928 and 1929, Sha is &
chartsr member of the Tramstie Art Nepartment of Sorosis Cluk which wvas
arganized in 1928, 9She served on the City Flamning Commisaion nine years
from 1927 to 1935.

Other metivities in which Mra, Autrey was invelved include nine and
ona half years as secretary of the Normem Public Library, during which time
the library was founded. In 1936 she became president of the Worman
Sorosis Federatsd Cluk, Tn 1930 she served as Worthy Matron of tha Order
of the Easteérn Star, and was Yorthy High Friestess of the White Shrine
in 1931. In 1941, she was elected Regent of the Plack Beaver Chapter of
the Daughters of the Revolution. Tn 1943, Mrs. Autrey tecane the first
wvaman president of the Oklahoma Chepter of the National Asscciation of
Fostsmsters. For aeveral years she ves a member of the 0ld Rezime Study
Club and the Fasulty Club of the University of Oklahoma. She was a charter
membar of the YVoman's Dinner ﬂl.uh af Oklehoma T1ty.

Mra. Autrey helped in the reorganization and Aevelonrent of the
¥orman Hospltasl. She orgenized the Folio Board rnd was its president for
three tarma. Dr. V¥, L. ¥ardell was the first president,

Mra., Autrey halped organize the Altrusa Civic Club. She served om
the Salvatisn Army Poard of Tirectors for seveniesn years and on the Cancer
board for twenty yesrs. She aseisted in fund-ralsing projects for each of
these orgenlizetions.

Since its arganisation, Mra. Autrey has had an active part in the
Cfleveland County Histerieal Society, serving on the Board of nirectors and

as Firat Yica President.
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The Trinlty Baptist Church has alvays been one of MWra.. futray's
main intereste. She helped in 1te orgesnisation, and was the first Sunday
Sehool Superintandent --a position ahe held for seversl yeers. Prior to
her affiliation with Trinitr Baptist Curch, she belomred to the Firat
Baptist Church where she was Junior Superintendent, a Sunday School tescher,
and aerved on mumerous committeas, -

In 1936, a family summer home was built in the La Manga Group of
sumsar homes in the San Juan Pange of the Docky Mountains in Colorado. Mra.
Autrey now enjoys retirement and summer wecmtdond-thare.

¥ra. Autray is listed in Who is Yho.

Pubjye Jewel Van Verter was merried to Leonard ¥ade Grayson of
Wichita Falls, Texme. They have two sona, Captain Jackson Les Orayson
and Richard Elne Grayson. Both served in Yorld YWar IT. “¥r. Srayson died in
1953 and Mra. Grayson moved to Norman a year later where she has made her
home with her mother and Mra. Autrey.

¥re. Orayson is & member of the Pirst Presbrterian Thureh, having
served as Teaconess and President of the Adult Bihle Class. She is active
in other phases of c'mrch work. She was Fresident of the Forman Sorosis
Federated Club and Fresidert of 014 "sgime Study Club, She was Regent of
Bleck Reaver Chapter of T.A.B, She is a Orey lady in the ¥orman %4 Cross.
She has aselated with the Flood Bank Arives at the Imiversity of Oklahoma
since its inception. 5She has been on the American 3Socisty Caneer Roard for
fifteen years end is a member of the Amaryllis Garden Club, and the
Cleveland County Wistorical Soclety.

Roy Warren Van Vacter, the oldest Van Vacter son, was married to




Jane Henson and they have two dsughters, Thay are Laura Jane (¥re. James)
Taylor and Betty Jean Baker, Boy was Alsabled ms A result of World War T.
He died in 1929.

Gledys, Mrs. O, ¥. Been, nov Teaides in Oklahoma City. She was
graduated from the University of Oklahoma im 1924, 1925 and 195%. She
holds an A.B, and two Masters Degrees with majors in History, Social Work
and Ouidance, She was Oase Superviser of a Pemily Walfare Asenaoy in
fklahosa City, was Fublie Relations ™Mrector for the Thited Charities in
Chicnge and has tmught schosl for thirty-six years. She has done advanced
work at tha Mew York School of Social Vork, and at the "miveraity of
southern California. Yra. Beem 1as retired and lives with har maband, a
retired lawyer, in Oklahoms City. She has travelsd extenslvely in the
TUnited States_ Cenada, Mexice, Furepe and JApan.

Welcome, the youngest of the Van Vacter childrem, {ealled ¥am)

. married Ermine C.aism of Altus, O¥lahomm. “helr one Arnrhter, Mary Ann
Vhite resides in Oallup, ¥ew Mexice. Van hns been comnected with The
Associated Motor Carriars of Oklahoma for twenty-five years, having been

Secratary-Manager of that Organigation. Wis home 1g ‘n Oklahoma O1ty.
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Taugshtara: Mrs. Myrtls Lee Autray, Mra. Pobye Bravson, Wra. Gladys Been

In 1895, MWrsa. and Mrs, Toney Lee Van Vacter viaited hils parenta, ¥r
and Mrs, Joseph Warren Van Vacter and their two sons, RBen sand Bun, who had
filed on claims in western Oklahoms, fAs A result of this ¥iasit, they seld
their ranch, horses and cattle near Pumningwater, Tewaa, and mowved near
Ural, Oklahoma, They scquired 1200 acres of lend near Sadler, DkElahoms,
which they owned until they moved to Norman, Oklahoma, in 1920.

A year following their errival in Oklahoma the Toney Van Vacter
family moved to Perlin, Oklahoma, There Mr. Yan Vacter helped baild a two
atory school house where he taught for two years., Oladya, the youngest
dsughter, was born there., Mra. Van Vecter, vho was a susician, helped with
the early day entertaimments.

In 1900, Mr, Tan Tacter wns elected County Superintendent of what is
now Foger Mills and Beckham Counties, MNHe organized many of the acheol
districts in those counties. Hie visite to rural schools wers made by meany
of horseback and in bitter winter weather ha often rode with his feet
wrapped in gunnyr sacks, He wes instrumentel in the establishment of Summer
¥ormal Schools for the training of teachers.

Aftar n year's renldence the family moved to Chevenne, Oklahoma, vhare
Mr. Van Vacter contimued his school activitiea. Welcome Eaatom, the
youngpeet child, was born there. Myrile, Fubye and Tor were born in Terma.

In 1909, the family moved to Blk City, Oklahoma, vheres Mr. Van Vacter
wvas head of the schools and held Formal School each summer, In 1908 he

helped organize the German State Pank where he served as cashler. A faw




