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THE JESSE C. WAILS FAMILY l-r& :
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Thomas L. Waillg, a minister of the TUonited Brethern Church, with his
wife and small children, 1ived in Council Bluff, Jowa, when Jesse C. Wails
was born, February 25, 1863. At this time & minister and hie family were
of ten forced to move; the 7. L. Waile had made saveral moves and thay would
make several more bafore they settled in a permanent home., From Towa they
went to Missouri, and by 1889, they were living in Besumcomt, Esnsas.

Although the Wails children were grown up and married, they moved sach iime
Thomas L. Wails 414 and settled near their father.

When the proclamstion for the opening of the unessigmed lands in the
Indiap Territory was lssuesd by the President, the Thomas L. Wails family
decided they would make "the run” and get a claism. They made very careful
plans on the best way to do this., The Waile boys bad made trips mcross the
western part of what le nov Oklahoma, going from KEsnsas to Texas on tusiness,
They had a falr 1dea of the area vhere they wished to get a claim. They also
wanted to be sure of bailng able to provide for their families the firet winter.

Early ir March, 1889, the first group of the Walle started south to the
Chickagaw Nation in Indian Territory. There they rented a few mcres from the
Indians or from & squaw mam. On this land they planted corn to provide food
for ths wintesr,

The first four families that moved comalsted of Thomas Wails, the oldegt
sor in the family, his wife, Katharina, and dsughter, Anne; Jeorge Wails and
bhis wife, Nanney; Aunt Jane Walls and her lmeband, Len Slattery; Aunt Liszsias
Wails and her husband, Joe Williame. Each of theee men made "the run,® April

22, 1B89. They left thelr homes im the Chickasaw Nationa, forded the South
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Canadian River and staked claims in the Ten Mile Flat weast of Forman.

It was not until August, 1B89, that the younger brother, Jesss 0. Wails,
and his family moved to the territory. Jeesse C. had gotten hie eduesation in
Iowa, whers he had taken a two year course inm college, He had worked on farss,
teen a salesman in a store, and held cther jobs. In 1885, Jesse C. was in
the froit tres and flower tuslnese nanr Eldarads, Ilnlm. In slack times
of btusinsps and in debt he Rired out to halp on farms. He was hired as &
fars helper by Dacter VanZant. Here he met Mariah Anne, the young dsughter
of Dr. Vaniant and scon a romance flourished.

Mariah Anme VanZant was borm July 14, 1864, at Mt. Vernon, Indiama, in
Fosey County. Her father's home was near the Wabagh River. GShe often
rocalled that in her childhood, she sould hear the ice breakers as thay came
down the river during the rugeed winters, When the area of Eansas was being
gettled by white psople, Dr. TanZant had moved his family to Eansas.

Om April 1, 1885, Jesss C. Walle and Marish inne, sccompanied by
Jease's sleter, Mre. Joe Willimms, and Dr. VanZant, went to Eldoredc, Eansas,
and were married by & Judge Sharp. The wedding was not without an almost
trarle incident —— especially to the tridegsroom. The day before the weddlng
he had approached his partzer of the frult tree Tusiness for his half-shars
of the $4,000 they had in the uginess. The partner pleaded illneas,
promising to pay the following day. But next day he had disappeared and
laft tha bridegroocm without his share of the money. It was Aungust before
the culprit was found. Although he did not recover his momey, there was a
gilver lining. Wails learped from the records that he did not owe some bills
that had been claimed against him,

Although the other Wails brothers filed clalms ian the April 22, 1885,
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Run, the Jesse Wails femily didn't arrive mmtil Aumat, 1889. Annie was
axpecting a taty in July so Jesss thought 1t best to stay in I.m Eaneas,
whére they had lived for some time, until after the baby's arrival. Thare
wers already two children, Tom and Jay, and the new babty was nased Otto.

Arriving in August, 1889, Jesee bought a fars in the Ten Mile Flat from
AN, Cummings for §700. Mr. Cummings was a Soomer who had already put im
& garden. The Wails first home wag & tent set up under a large elm tree,
In the fall, work was started on a dugout house. This consisted of digring
down about three feet, then making a frame work of poles and a roof covered
with btrush, willows and sod. A well was dugz close to the heuse, a fairly
engy job since the water was near the surface, since the South Canadian
River wvas so closs.

The next year they tuilt a cottomwood lumber house of twe rooms and
used the dupgout for an exira room, The green cobftemwood lumber warped from
the raine and the honge leaksd,

In 1851, Anmie's dresm came true whem a four reem house with a perch
across the front was constructed near the old bouse. This 1s whare Mimnis
Florence Waile wae born in October, the first girl in the ¥Wails family, and
the first Wails child born in Oklahoma Territory.

Entering into the commmity 1ife, Mr., and Mre. Jeess C. Wails halped
egtablish Liberty Church amd Liberty School, and ageisted the miniaster, Dr.
Eelley. Ee preached on Sunday and practiced his profession as a physician
during the week doctoring chille and fever.

Ia the course of time, the Wails children became 111. MNinnie Florence
had chills and fever, so Jesse notified Dr. Kelley. When he arrived he

produced a large blue bottle of quinine, tock out & certain quantity om a
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plece of paper, then separated this into small portions with his pocket

imife., Then he wrapped each portiom in a plece of tissue with instructions

1t was to be taken at certain intervals. He promised Minnie that if ahe

would take her medicine like m good girl, he would give her the blue bottle
when 1t was empty. Mimnie felt sure she had taken & tushel of 1t, but somehow
the bottle never did become empty. |

Along with Minnie, Charles and Theodore ware born on the homestead.

Then in the fall of 1896, the Wails family moved into Norman where Jesse
Teilt & 14 rosm houss on the site of the presemt Baptist Church parking lot.
Jegge entersd the real sstate and ingurance btusiness in Normar and the family
again helped in organiring a New Church of Christ.

In 1898, Jesse was elected County Represantative to the (klahoma
Perritory Leglielature at Guthrie and he helped in getting the Toiversity
of Oklahoma located in Norman,

After her hmsband's death, November 25, 1913, Mrs. Wails kept roomers
and boarders in her large home, and 1t became known as the "Weils House."

In 1970, Mrs. Walls went to Washington State to make her home with her
dsughter, Mre. Mimnle Myers, Mrs. Myers had taught school im Burley, Idabs,
Here she wns married and alsc becase a writer, GShe reared her lusband's
three childrem.

After his death, September 17, 1952, Minnis and her mother returnad
to Normag,the latter completely blind mow from the effects of glaucoma.

They were active in church work and D. A. B. They alss balongsd to tha
Washington Family Descendants Associatien. Mra. Walls died May 29, 1960 or 61.
A 1ist of the children born to Jesse and Mariah Wails:
1. Thomas, born 1887 - died 1501

2, Jesae ¥., born in 1888 - died 1959
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3. James Otto, borm July 16, 1889 - died in 1569. A
Fracticing physiclan in Okmulges for years, latsr in Oklahoma
State Health Department.
4. Mimnle, born Oetober 25, 1891.
5. Charleas Bdgar, born September 2, 1897 - died in 1969.
Charles married Blanche Seith, the dsughter of Mr. and Mrg,
Frank Smith, Cleveland County ploneers.
£. Theodere, “orn November 25, 1895 - died February 14, 1965.
Fer many years an sye, sar K nose specialist in Oklahoma City.
7. Baby girl borm November 18, 1598, died in infanoy.
8. Elmer, bern July 19, 1500 - died Decesber 15, 1556.
Coached foothball in early years and later worksd as geologist in
Louisiena,
§. Winnie Euth, born August 21, 1502 - died September 1915,
Of the seven children wha grew to maturity, five of them graduated
from the University of Oklahoma. Otto, Charles, Theodore azd Elmer played
football for Worman High School and for the Univergity of Oklahoma.




