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WILLIAM (BILLY) WILLIAMSON AND FAMILY s
Zula Williamson Xelly

¥illiam Flmer Williamson, who was known by 211 as ®111y ¥Williamson,
was borm,Decesmber 12, 1864, in Madison Oounty, Ohio. His Mother, Lide G111,
died when he was three years old. Later Joseph Williameom, his father, moved
to Netraska with Billy and his brother, Theofore Bdward, There h¢ attended
#chool and grew to young manheod, The family them moved to Maryville, Missémri
and was living there and werking on the David Rankin Ranch when they learned
the unagsizned lands were to be opened to homesteaders. F1lly, his father and
brother made the run inte the territery April 22, 1889, They crossed the South
Canadian Eiver near Purcell. He settled on a quarter section of land——KE4 of
e. 15~100-¥-—vhich 12 now 8. W. 119th and South Meridian in Oklahoma City.
Billy®s brother's claim wvas just east of his and his father settled just morth
af the brotherls place.

As socon as Bllly was sure no one else was on his elaim, he ploved a
furrow arcound the elaim. Barly the next merning Billy discovered that another
men was on his claim. Sometimes such a situation caused Yloodshed, btut since
both men were of a friendly nature the dispute vas settled amicably as the other
man moved hie claim somth which no one #lse claimed,

Billy's posseselons at that time conslated of a team of horses, a wagonm,
a plov, & gun, some hand tools, a few codking utencils and a trunk with his
clothing, bedding and personal belomgings.

His first task waes to dig a well. This was done by hand-exchanging work
with hies relatives and neighbera. Although Billy's cash wvas limited he was a

good unter. The area had a great quantity of wild game—guail, prairie
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chicken, rabbit, as well as deer. He would kill prairis chiskehg: quadl-akd
rabbits, take them to Purcell and exchange them for lumber and other supplies.
¥With thege gupplies he tuilt & dougout for shelter. He 4ld this by digsing an
elght by ten foot hole about threse feet deep and lining it with 1 z 12 bhoards
extending the boards absut three fest above ground. The roof was made of
boards and coversd with soil which had been removed from the dugout. Soil was
also filled in arcund the outside, A door and ateps were placed at ome end.
Later he tuilt a two-resm house and until a real gellar wms built, the dugout !
was used Lo store supplies that might freegze, His first erop was corn. Though i
Billy had been abla to plow and plant but a few ascres, he ralsed a tumpsr crop.
As fuel was scarce amd corn cheap, part of the corn was used as fuel, ‘
. Billy married Mary Hlisabsth Hi1l (known by her family ss Liszie)
February 10, 1892, She was born in Fayette, (Howard County) Missouri, November
17, 1857. Her father wasg Gilbtert Hill and her mother wag Mary Fannile Street,
Lizezie's mother and father were dlvorced whean she was abtout twelve years old.,
She had twe younger brothera, William Hill and Ermeat HFill. Her mother married
Augustus 8t. 0lair Garland and they moved to Cleveland County, Oklahoma, in
1890, buying & farm one mile morth of the Williameon farm, She had three half
brothers, Osvald, Fred Lee, and Oklay. Oklay was borm in Oklahoms and was
named after the Territery where he was born,
Lizzie and Billy first set at her home when her brother, Willie, brought
Billy and some other young men there for water and to wash up when some of them
had been thrown from some young horses they were btraaking to ride. She had her
owvn horae and gide saddle and loved to ride. 5She played the organ and the
guitar. Billy played the "f1d4dle” and often played for dances which were hald

in different peoples homes and at housewvarmings. They became well u&quinm
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and soon a wedding was planned, &

later they oftem told their childrem of their wedding. They were
married in the parler of her home, February 10, 1852, As the argan began
playing, the bride and groom and the couple who was to "stand tip® with them
left by the back door so they could emter the parlor by the front door where
the minigter and saests ware walting. As they hu.rﬂtd around the homse,
Lizzie stumbled and ome hand and forearm went inte a raln barrel full of water.
The barrel had orizinally heen a vinegar barrel, she guickly tlokted up the
water with the men's handkerchiefs and proceesded to the ceremsny with a slight
smell of vinegar about her.

The early years of marrisge were busy omes for them. Lirzzie always had
& large garden. They also had a small orchard. Chickens, ducke and geese were
also raised for food, for sale and fer feathers to make feather Beds and
pillows, When the fruit ripemed a stove was et up In the yard %o cock ermle
tetter which was always canned in half gallen jars. There was usually & well
stocked cellar of cammed fruits and vegetables and the "emoke houge™ wag kept
stocked with home cured pork. BPilly raised registered Shorthern cattle which
he showed at fairs and stock shows where he won many ritbems, He had the
first regletered Shorthorn cattle in Cleveland County. He also raissd Percherom
horses and had a fine Pi':r:hurnn stallion. The main crop was usually corn tut
wheat, oats and alfalfs were grown. Az the boys grew up each was given a
saddle horae.

As warious farmsers decided 'tr; leave the area, Bllly was abtle to buy more
farm land until at his death in 1525 he owned 720 scres of farm land.

He served on the school board of Pailrview Schosl and was interestsd in

all community affaire. He helped tuild the Antioch Christiam t.-'-’hm*ﬂh in 1902.
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Filly died May 22, 1925, and was turied at Fleasant Yalley*Cemetery at
Wheatland, Oklahoma, Liszie died September 12, 1954, and was buried beside
him.

They had six children all born on the homestead. They are: Etta Dare,
Walter Ivan, Bverett Ross, Leomard Street (Dink), Bula Dean, and Mary Bdna,
Following is a discussion of the descendants of Billy (W.E.) and Liczzie
¥illiamson threogh thede six children. _

T. Btta Dare Williamson (Shroyer) was born Jamary 91, 1893, on the family
homegtead. She attended Falirview Elementary Schoel and grafuated from
¥Washington Elementary School in Oklahoma City: she alsn attended Oklahoma Qity
High School located at 4th and Walmit, She married Pugene Bar! (Sene) Shrover
April 17, 1912, Fe was the som of Charles and Rebecca Allce Shroyer and was
born May 23, 1891, on a farm that is now part of the W11l Rogers World Airport.

They started farming immediately after msarriage and farsed in the Antioch
Comsynity in Cleveland Qounty all of their married lives. They had a Grade A
Dairy and ralzed Holsteln cattle on thelr far= located at what is now 104th
and South Meridimn. Gene owned a threshing machine in partnership with Wimer
F. Bllar snd ':-i.ur traveled around with their threshine machine, which included
a cosk shack (& traveling kltchen and eating area, which served the men working
in the harvest flelds for them) and threshed for neighbors.

Gene and Ftta were long time members of Antloch Christian Clurech which
they both served falthfully. Etta taught a Sunday Schonl class and Qenea was a
deagon, an elder and aleo served as Sunday School superintendent. Q(ene was
active in community affairs., He wvas clerk on the Fairview School Board and

served as a precimet official for the election board. He was president of the

First National Bank of Wheatland. When the bank moved to Bethany and the name
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wAs changed to the First Fational Bemk of Bethany, Gene mntinu:d ap
president. He was Fast Master of the Wheatland Uriah Masonic Lodge. He
died May 7, 1542, and was turied in the Flemsant Valley Cemetery, Wheatland,
Oklahoma.

]'nllm:g Gene's death, Btta was elected Vice-Presaidemt of the Firat
Baticnal Bark of Bethany, Oklahoma. She continued td reside on their farm
until her déath Jamary 7, 1950,

Four children weére horn to Gene and Etta.

A. Dorothy Ireme Shroyer was born September 9, 1914, She lived om
elghteen months and dled March &, 1916,

B. Esther Bugenia Shroyer was born February 24, 1916, She attended
school at Falrview Elementary school. She lived with her mother on the home

fare and after her motherts death she resided with her brother and sister,
She was a member of the Antioch Christian Church and Antlech Sociml Club. She
d1ed April 7, 1970,

€. Charles Kemneth Shroyer wes borm Jamary 7, 1920. He attended
Fairviewv Elementary School, graduated from Moore High School and recelvad
ks B. 5. degree from the Umiversity of Oklahoms. TUpon gradustion he was
commisgioned a Znd Lt, in the Army Reserva. He marrisd Mary Elizabeth (Betty)
Daice December 24, 1941, She was the daughter of Mr, and Mre, Willias Tvan Dake
of St. Louis, Misseuri, where ghes was born March 10, 1915, She attended Orand
Valley school im (leveland County, Newcastle High Scheol and graduated from
Capitel E111 High School, Oklahema City. During Werld War 11, Kenneth served
at the Fort of Embarkation, Charleston, South Carolinma. Upom discharse from
the Service with the ramk of Captain, he began a chreer in the building trades
and organized a wholesale Alstributisn company covering Oklahoma n'n.i Western

Arkansse. BHe later purchased the company and became 1te president.

§ R L
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Kennath and BPetty were both mctive imn the Antiseh Christian Church
#8Tving a3 teachers, youth sponsors and workers. FHe alse served ag Deacon,
Elder and Sunday Schosl superintendent. Eemneth joined the Free Magons at
Uriah Lodge in Wheatland serving the various line offices stations, latar on
to become a 32° Seottish Rite and & Shrinmer. He and Betty then becams active
in Emgtern Star at Moore, Oklahoma, serving as Mother Advisor and Rainbow Dad
of the Moore Ralnbow Assembly. They helped crganize an Emstern Star Chapter
at Wheatland, served as Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron amd were honsred by
serving in the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma. Betty served as District Deputy,
Grand Representative and Orand Ruth while Fenneth was appointed as Orand
Sentinel, elected to Associmte Grand Patron mnd in 1972 served ms Worthy Grand
Patron for the State of Oklahoma.

EKenneth is very active in eivie work, serving as president of Stock Yards
Lions Club, Matriet Governor of Lions International, Chamber of Commerce, 0.1
Touchdown Olu®, 0.1, Tip In Club, All-Sperte and Director of Stock Yards Bank.

Fenneth and Betty have tws childres.

1. Charles Bagene Shroyer was born October 3, 1943, in Summerville, South
Caroline, while his family was in pervice there. Charles graduated from Moors
Figh School and attended the University of Oklahoma and Central State College,
Charles married Barbara Sue Tharnhill of Moare, Oklakoma, He perved two years
in military service, later entering the wholesale materisl dis tritution field
and serving as Assistant Eranch mr of laminates Tnlimited, Imo., in Tulea,
Okklahoma, Charles and Barbera have a son, Charles Femneth Shroyer, IT, born
September 12, 1570. Barbara works for the Scuthwestern Bsl11 Talephone Company .

Charles is mctive in the Aute Sports (luh and the Tisns Club. _

2. Shirley Amnnette Shroyer was born November 194£. Shirley graduated

Y ke
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from Moore .Iﬂ.:h School and attended Oklahoma Sochool of Banking in 0klahoma
City. GShirley married H. Jay McCawley, Oklahoma City. Shirley and Jay have
both been active at Antioch Christian Clurch as teachers and Youth Sponsore
with Jay serving as Deacon on the Board, and leading a singing group for the
young people. Shirley werks at Kerr-McGee 011 Company as & secretary and Jay
is employed ms Asgistant BEranch Manager of Laminates ﬁ'n‘_linitd at DkElahoms
City. Shirley and Jay have one son, Troy Dean MeCawley, 'l_:un_: Jamuary 19, 1970.
D. Jesnetta June Shroyer (Morrow) wae borm June 19, 1970, She attended
Falrview Elementary School, graduated from Moore High Schoel and attended Hille
Fueiness College. ©She vme empleyed at tho Steck Tarde Bank, Oklshoma City,
when she met and married Howard Glenm Merrow, sem of Louis Dess Merrow,
Carlstad, New Mexice, and Helen Myers, Oklahosa City, August 7, 1950. Howard
was born on August 7, 1927. Howard and Jeanetta are active members in the
Antioch QOhristism Clurch. Jeanetta serves as church clerk and secretary and
- Howard is an elder and the chairman of the church board. Howard was on active
duty in the Favy during World War TT se & fire controlman and was recalled to
mctive duty to serve the sAme posgition during the ¥orean War, He graduated
from the University of Oklahoma with a EID and ig now an elementary school
principal in the Oklahoma City Publie School Syetem, They have two ehildren.
1. Stephanie .l'u.n Morrow was born Dacesber 8, 1952, She graduated from
Moore High School and is & student at Midwest Christian College, Oklahomm (lty.
.2. Eenneth Glenn Morrow was born gpril 23, 1962. He is a student at the
Fairview Elementary School, which carried on the mame of the original Fairview
Elementary School in the Antisch Comsunity where many of his ancestors attendsd.

IT. Walter Tvan Willimmson was Torn Febtruary 2, 1698, at the family homestead,

He attended Fairview Elementary School and when the femily moved to 'ﬂthhnu
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ity he p:l.‘lﬂnlt-!'ﬂ. from Washington Tlementary School. He attendad Oklahoma
A, & M. College at 5tillwater, Oklahoma studyimg magriculture.

On April 21, 1515, ne married Mary lee White of Moara, Oklahoma. She was
born April 19, 1896, at REfstsl, Tennessee, the Amughtar 57 Tohn Geforth and
Alice Ramsey White. :

Walter was in conetruction work in Oklahoma uu-.f. Ha alsn owned a
delivery company in the city. Walter returned to the farm in Cleveland County
and helped organize the %, E. A. in 1936 and wired many homes 1in the ares.
¥alter assisted in drawing up the plans and Yuilding the present Cleveland
Qeanty Fair Puilding. WHe was Soll Conservation supervieor in 1542 and perved
om the scil conservation committes for yeara and has received a thirty year pin
for hie services. Walter was elected president of the Cleveland County Hereford
Ereeders Association in 194R when 1t was srganized, e mnd Mary were active
members. 1n the Antisch Christian 0hi*ch. FHe served A & Asacon sany vears and
sarved on the Puilding committes to rebulld the sriginal uildings which Parned.
¥ary dled December B, 1965, Walter etil] has a herd of Registerad Polled
Bereford eattle and i» now married to Viclet Owena.

¥Walter and Mary had two children.

A. Daisy Lee ¥Williamson (Taughan) born February 21, 1916, She attended
Fairview Elementary School, TSerding Junior Wigh snd Central Figh School in
Olahoma City. Durimg Werld War 71 she wes emplsyed at Douglas Air Craft and
at the Naval Supply Depot, San Fedrs, Oalifernia. She married James A. Vaughan,
Jr., June 22, 1946, He vas in the U. §. Navy vhers he serrad ten years., They
returned te Oklahsema Oity after traveling around the United States while im the
garvice. Daisy has served as President of Capitsl F111 Bepublican Club, and is
sctive in Woodson Park Homemsker's Oroup. They have twn daushters.

1. Teresa Gaye Vaughan born Wovember 18, 1855.
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2. Cheryl Eaye Veughan born Jamary 16, 1957. Both girls attended
.garfield Flementary, Hoosevelt Junier High, Oklahoma City, and now are attending
Moore Senior High Sehool.

B. William Ivan ¥Williamson was born Jamuary 14, 1521. fe attended
Eperaon, Horace Mann and Putnar- Heights Elemsntary Schasl, Mklahema City,
and Pairviev Elementary School. Bs gradusted from Moors High School. He
attended ¥111's Businean College, them enlisted im U7.S. Alr Corps. Eill was a
#1156t in World War IT amd served £} years in Africa and Ttaly. Fe waz ampleyed
at the Foghes Alireraft Qompany, Tos Angeles, Califernia, after the war, where
ke engaged in migsile regearch. He married Glennavera Matinsen of Qak Park,
¥Minneanta.

They now live in Cleveland County om S.¥. 119th Strast vhere he farms
and raipes Hegistered Polled Hereford cattle. He has received Grand Champion
and othesr ribbons on his eattle In various stock shows. They have two children.

1. ¥Walter David Williamgon borm October 26, 1958, & student at Moore
Junler Hizgh School.

2, Btepheh-Erick Williamson born Fovember 11, 1961, a l'.“l:ldlntllt
Moore Flemantary Schasl. _

ITI. Everett Ross Williamsor was born Septesber 27, 1899, at the family
homegtead. He cospleted eslementary School at FPalrview and attended W11117s
Pusiness @ollege. ZEverett married Smowdie Bascorm Adams February 21, 1917,
She was the dmughter of Bascom and Tillie Adame &f Winchester, Fentusky, where
she was born February 16, 1900. |

When they were married they moved to a farm SW3 of 11-104 (5.¥. 119th
and 5. Meridian) where they besar farming. They sti11 live at the same farm.
Everett raiged wheat, sats and alfalfs. Snowdle always hed s garden, in faet

8t1ll doe=, and her bobbies have teen fine needlevork in which she iz wvery




TR M R o T

1lliamson = 1V

proficient, They raised chickens and sold the sg=zs to a !'ItEHI"{. Thay have
always had gosd eattle and for the last gseveral years have had a good herd of
Hegistered Polled Herefords. They have iwo children.

A. Margaret Louise Williamson (Burkstt) born October 27, 1522, She went
to Falrview School threugh the elementary grades and then went to Moors High
School, She marrisd Gordsn Willis Purkett May 7, 1941. He was born Decesber
26, 1919, at Wewcaatle, Oklahoma, sen of B4 and Auda Burkett. Gardon was in
the Alr Force whem they were married and served for twenty Yearas. He ie mow
retired from the Air Parce and they live in Oklahoma City. They have two
dsughters.

1. m;;_mtg__{zg-hr} was born Novesber 25, 1953. She graduated from
Grant High School, Oklahoma City. Ehlr married William Bichard Baker K August
&, 1972. He was born dugust 13, 1951, the som of Howard and Forntense Baker.

2, Deborah Tes Burkett was ‘hurn..rm 22, 1957, on Guam, while her paremts
were there with the Alr Force. She attends Grant High School in Cklahoma City.

B. Billy Bascom Willismson born Jamuary 2, 1926, He grafuated from
Moore High School and entered the Alr Force. FHe served in Burope during Warld
war 11, Be married Geraldine lLee Hkrry Novesber 17, 1951, She wms born
Pebruary 21, 1929, at Ralstom, Oklahoma, the daughter of Ora Guy and Geraldine
Mildred Warry. 3Filly owne the Oklahoma City landscape Wurnery which he started
a= soon as he was discharged Trom the service and lives at 119th and §. H'nf.;lliln
in Qlevelsnd County. Bill amd Jerry have three children,

1. Guy Bascom ¥Williamgon was born November 5, 1952, TWe graduated from
Moore High School and is a student at Cemtral State University, Zdmond, Cklahoma.

2. Candace Louise Willismson was born April 10, 155%. She gradnated from
Masre High School amd iz a student at Central State Unlversity, Bdmond, Oklakoma.

4. Bob Darrough Williamsom was born December 3, 1956, He is & student
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at Moore High Schoel.
I¥. Leonard Street "Dink® Willlamson was bern February b, 19r.|u:' at the
origical homestead. He attended Hil1%s Pusiness Colleges and was in the
restaruant tusiness, and Iater he ovmed and operated a delivery tusiness in
Oklahoma 0ity. He became interested in Registered Berefords and raised them
for a punber of years on his fars in Cleveland County.

e moved to Omliformia in 1958 and mansased the American Hotel, Orockett,
California, until 1345 when he returned to Oklahoma to retire.

Dink now resides on his farm at 12701 South Meridian, Oklahoma City.
He 1s a 32 degree Mason and & Shriner.
Y. Bula Dean Williamson (Kelly) was born June 2, 1907. She afitended Fairview
Elementary Schocl, Central High School, Oklahoma City, and Central State
College, Bdmond, Oklahoma. She taught school at Fairview School for four years
and married Delmer Leeray Kelly, son of John Dudley and Bdna Maud Kelly,
December 24, 1926. He was Yborn March 1, 1904, at Winfield, Migsouri. They
farm and raise Polled Hereford cattle om their farm morth of the Williamson
homestead in Cleveland County. Both have heen mctive in all the commnity
affairs through the years., They are active members of Antioch Christian Church,
It 1= located ome mile east of the Willlamson homeatead smd was founded in 1902,
They have served as Christlan Endeavor sponsors. BFula has tanght Sunday School
and Delmar served as a deacon, treasurer, an elder, and chairsan of the board
of the Antloch Christian Qhurch, In 1971 he was voted elder emeritus by the

congregation. They bave two children who grew up in and lead active church

1lives. :
A. Yirginia Lee Eelly {Shroyer) was born April 20, 1931, She attended
Fairview Schosl and was graduated from Moore High Jchool. She married John

Charles (J.C.) Shroyer, the son of Bddy J. and Pearl Shroyer, on November U,
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1549, He was born September 24, 1925. They live in Cleveland Cpunty on the
farm hie Grandfather, John 0. Shroyer, homesteaded in 1889, Virginla and J.C.
are active m‘hﬁ af Antipch Christimn Church. Virginia is in charge of the
marsery department mnd J. C. is an elder. He also teaches a Sunday School
class and works with the music department in the church. They have two
children, . :

1. Mary Margaret Shroyer (Barding) was born February 17, 1951, Ghe
attended and wae graduated from Moore HWigh School. She married Dennis Wayne
Barding, son of lawremoe and Christine Harding, June 12, 1970. They are now
11ving 1n Misgourl where Ténnie 1s statiomed at Fi. Leonard Wood,

2, John Charles Shroyer, Jr., was bern June 27, 1952. He attended and
wvas grafuated from Meore Migh Scheonl. He ia now employed at Wilsom's
Cerfified Foods, Oklahoma Oity.

B. Jokn Wayne Eelly was btorn July 30, 1936, FHe attended Pairview School
and Moore Eleméntary Schosl, graduated from Moore High School. He graduated |
from Hill's Pusiness University. After working as mam aceountant for two years
he sntered the Uolversity of Oklahoma where he graduated with a B, B, A, degree.
He i8 now a coniraet negotiater at Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma (ity. He
married Sharon Fave Drewe, dmoghter of Balvh E. and Clars Dreve, Febrnary 24,
1967, She was born Desesker O, 1047, John and Sharen are actirve at Antisch
Christiam Olmroh, where John is an ¢lder, church treasurer and cholr di_f-ut.ni-.
Sharon teaches Sunday School and sings in the e¢hurch cheir. They have ome senm,
Darren Les Xelly, who was borm August 19, 1970, The reside in Oklahoma City.
VI. Mary Ddna Willisssom «(Love) was born at the original hemestead Jamuary 29,
1512. O= May 20, 1999, she sarried Jack Albert Lhve who was born inm lawten,
Oklahoma, Decesber 7, 1910, the son of Johm A. and Magzie Love, Mary Bina

attended Capitol 111 High School and graduated from T11'p Business College.
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Edna worked ae a secretary at U. S. Supply Company, in advertiming at Armeur
and Cospany and during World War IT was in charge of Gasoline h:i-ﬁ-ni.ng
Depariment at Douglas Lireraft. She studied tax accounting and after the war
was with Tan-Grigse 011 Company as a taxr accsuntant Tor Fiftesn vears. The is
& mesber of the 89'sr Organization, Oklahoma City. Fer msband, Jack,
graduated from Lavton High School, attanded Oklahoma State Thiversity and hms
been Chief Comatruction Engireer for Mudgins-Thompaon-Ball and Asssciates,
Oklahoma City for twenty years. He i a 72nd degree Mason.and & member of
Frofessiomal Construction Enginesrs, They have two children.

A. Jack Winston Love was born October 12, 1940, He graduated from
Classen High School snd the University of Oklahoma with a B.A. and the
Univeraity of Oklahoma Iaw School, J.D., and is now an attorney with offices
located in the Hightower Building, Oklahoma City. He i & member of Sizma
Chi Fraternity, Fhi Alpha Delta Legal Fraternity, & Shrimer, a Lt. in the U.5.
Eaval Reserve, Judge Advocate Group and was the Oklahoma County Chairman for
the Re-Election of Presiflent Nixon, 1972, He is married to Gay Fllen Eldar,
h;htrr of Don J.« and Libby Elder. They were married December 27, 19462. Oay
was born June 4, 1942. They have one child, laura Elizabeth Love, who was
born Decesber 20, 1970,

B. TVickl Jean Love was born September &, 1545. She was gradusted fro=
Claasen High School. S5She received her B.A. degree from the University of
Oklahoma. After graduation she taught English at Midwest City Semior High
School. TVicki moved to Waghington, D. C. in 1969 and joimed the staff of 1.
5. Senator Henry Ballmon until 1970 when she moved back te Oklahoma City and

became a member of Senator Bellmon's staff at his offices there. She iz a

member of Junier Hospitality, Phi Beta Fhi Sorafity and the Iyrie Theater.




